e

o g — Y 3 /7 T N 3 —~J{ €z
(;’ /ng Yy Z st < P~ R e e &

T i : g7 sl e i i . 3 beil il v i
NOTE < %Y p S SE A /‘) G E Al

?/ C‘/(, :/L(.)é?z / / {'(/C/ . g—f\M /!O/L//,u I € ((

ExesdRp [ ®oal R A ac T |

Finishing the City Hall in Montreal, I went %o ldébec City, ‘

/

where I worked on the Tirst unit of the {Jusbsc Parliament Buildings. I
started tho excavations and found there skullsvanﬂ bongs, as this was the
historic site of the Batitle of the Plains of Abreham. T also took charge
of the Hasonry and Qut Stone for this the First Unilt of the Jusbec Parlia-
. ment Bulldings, |
I made plans for and built two stone cottages for the Honorubls
Mr. Garneat, on the Crande Allse. |
Pinishing my work in Quebse, and work at that time baing at »
sbandstill in the East, aé I had been heafing talk about Winﬁipeg and thel.
: West, I journeyed west through St, Paul, in 1880;- My‘train-éfrivigg at
Ste Paul on Sunday gnd not leaving until Monday, I enquired my wﬁy to a -
French Church where I attended High Mags. Hera I met a Stone (Qontractor
who told me I would find no Cut Stone %ork in Winnipeg; Howevarg I cams
on, only to f£ind thut he was right; the only stone work going on was the
Plers for the Ioulse Bridge. I was given one of the Stone Tece Breskers,
I finished this, and then wrote my‘friend in 5%. Paul who advised ms to come
to St. Paul, I worked with him for three years, My one and great-dréwback
was that I could not speak English., I learned it the ﬁard way: through a
French and.English Dictionary, ny Newspapsrs, arlot of reading, and dssperats
attempte to hold conversations with my fellow-workmen, About two yearsrof
" this and I could speak and read and write enough, as I thoﬁgﬁt, for my businssgs,
.I wofked,for Iauer Brothars ﬁho had a guarry and Btona—cuttihg
‘Plant, taking charge of their work, and during the twelve years that I was
associated wlth them, we efactad-many fine buildings in St. Paunl, The lasy

year that I ﬁas with them, the peak of the 1892-1898 depression, I decided
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to leave them, as I did not feel thaﬁ I could draw a salary from. them
without wor&ing for it - anﬁ there wus 1o work, They objacted to my

: laaving, pointing out that they had.earned thair monay w*ﬁh XS, and that
they‘would spend it With. This I could not Go.

‘I started a Yard ia Duluth.and things weré~§ery good-there for g
few &aérs, aeico fon léss'on éccountaqf the grcwingAIron Gra;de#elopﬁents on
. the Iron Raﬁge, but béfbre lﬁng‘thélaépreésion nit there t00,

Then in 1896 the State Gapitcl ﬁuilding in 8t.. Paul.was pronosud
I wrote Ilauer Brothers and proposed figuring the building for them, but
‘eould not come to terms with them, T then.wrote Buttler &.Hyan, Gontr&ctors,
who were Tiguring for the GeneralAGonfréct, and T fiﬁally signed up Qith
* ‘them to figure the work, and if successful in our:ﬁendér, to ca:gyéon thé‘

work for them. The'first eontract wasQfor tha‘exterior énly. in Georgia -
>Earble. 7 g
' I made working drawings and lists for stone~cutters, « tag for
- every stone; I had a young man helpihg me, making tﬁe bags. 'This is tﬁe
only help I had; I was alone for éll the other work, 'Every.day I had to
~ spend an hour in the miil to overseevthé‘Stoue Cutter Foreman,; and also %o
inetrgct thé»Mill Foremin whicﬁ Blocks were to hé sawﬁ, apd what for. In
the afterncon I spént an hour on the Building inspecting fhe satting of the
.Stoha and looking after the wb;k in general, This left me eight hours, out
of my ten-hours! day to attend to my_éffice work, and & full dayfs work it
-ﬁas! _

Mr, Buttler aakﬂd-ms‘if‘i could spare a few days to.go fo,Providsncé,

_ Rhode Island, where they were erscting a Capitol Building similar to ths ons




under eonatruétion in st.'}?anl? he véishad 1‘:01 camparé émrki.ng Schedule end
see if any improvements cauld ba made on our methods of work.

I wman} and fozmd that 8 Superintendent of Puilding was in ch,l“ge
and he haf s staff of drafsuen and clerks o make tags and 1ists. In fact
I found no improvements 6var our working nﬁt’:i:hods, bub I did find tﬁati their
methods were. vefy coStly‘ and much mere expensive than qﬁs&s;»-ali- of our s&:orr,—-
stcne-—eutti‘ng, planing, mbbmg bed work - all of it was oning t;hmugh in .
workmanlike manner, Mr. Buttler was pleasad with my z:epor,.., ‘and we contimued
without any ché.x;ge. '

I managed all the granite and white @:c;ble work to the top of tho
' Dome. This was uéi‘tainly the most complicated and the finest work that I have.
| aver ha& the plaaaure and agpor:tuzxity to garry oub. ‘ |

From %he St. Paul State G&pi ol I went '&;o Winnipeg $0, open a anﬁ'
!’ard in ‘par‘sizarship with }ér. ’i.afsvra. A At that time therg ms no»stona-workmg
m@chingry in Winnipeg. I built a stome will, under the ngnia of The Winnipsp
Stcne Gompany, Lﬁ, " ané later when we bhad starfed}_ the vmrk_ on tiz_e St. Bonifacs
?athsdral, after the excﬁ*vaiiona ware cam}_;leteé‘:,- owing t0 sonme di_fferaneas, I
decided to leave and solﬁ ny intereéts in the Winnipég Stone Gomnaﬁy., 'Soma’cvi;'aa
later I built a }5111 and uhed and staried opsmt:mg same uﬁdar the nams o:%" |
The Western Stone company Ltd., in 3t. Bonii’ace.

A%t this time, in mrtnership with four Cut-Stons contractors, wé
purchaaed a guarry in Garson, Manitoha; the othar partners were Olivev' & Hanson,
Menzies & Mczntyra, The ‘Hinnipagf Sione Gomnany‘ and oursalves @he Wes‘carn
Stons Company. = This amlgamtad Compa:ﬁ; was cparatgd in_»tha.::ng.me of the
- Pyndall Quarry Company, Ltd., of which I was named kianager.v ;i‘xvze-‘propertg

‘was purchased from H¥r, William Henry,




