CHAPTER X_

Under John's cereful esdministration and beocause
of his ability to meke friends snd keep them, Butler
Brothers reputation as stripping contractors became
well esteblished scross the .esebi renge as the years
passed by, Butler Brothers efforts to secure new
contrscts in the building construction ficld slackened
following the completion of the linnesota Capitol in
1304 bnd three years leter 1 wes permently assigned to
the Iron Renge. iy wife sand femily Joined me in 'ley
1902 send I remember one of my first purchsses was a
horse snd e Joncord bugey, 8 single seater unit )
asnufactured by Studebsker, We also scquired a cow and
s flock of chickens. The following September my wife
essumed the responsibility of getting our four children
slery Ellen then thirteen; Hezen eleven, i’strick eight,
snd Larry five, to the public school st Virginie about
three miles awsy. Remember the .lessbi Range was still
wilderness country in those deys and getting four ohildren
to school over the nesrly impassable roeds wss en almost

Heroculean task,
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Telephone service was poor and the amil delivery was
worse, It was the reiniest spring in iinnesots history.
A reoord my wife kept showed that it resined twenty six
days in May snd every dey in June 1908, John end I
worked day end night in all kinds of weather keeping our
stripping operstions going.

(Emmett plesse note-: It was at this point
that we developed the mater isl concerning your hir:d
girl, s Swedish lass nemed Cklshoms and I heve considerable
meterisl in the notes concerning her difficulties with
your mother-inilsw, your own difficulties with .irs,
Butler's ..other snd how you were finelly eble to peck
her off to len Frsnoisco, where she witnessed the Tom
Mooney dynamiting of the newspsper plant end how she
married s coupke of times thereaefter snd lived to be
ebout eighty seven yeers old. I am not so sure that
you want this in the story but if you do, we can agree
on that later end I will include,)

Neighbor trouble wes just es spt to happen
forty yesrs sgo es it 18 today; et lesst it happened
to me., It wes in 1912 that we moved to Virginia that
the house we were renting wes sold to a Captain ¥illism
Terrezonia. ''het s -me year I bought my first sutomobile
end inadvertently built e gerage on the Captain's
proper ty. After I tegen usins the gersge, the ceptain
werned me seversl times, verbelly snd by letter, to

keep my sutomobile off of his property.
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I remember msking diligent efforts to avoid the Csptein,
When I could see him coming I used to érive like hell
to psss him, but one dey he drove his teem soross the
road end stopped me. As politely as I ocould I seid:

"%thet ocen I do for you Ceptsin?”

"I want you to tske your cer out of my garage
end keep it out of there", the Captein replied.

"Get it out of thereo or I'll meke trouble,” he
warned,

The Gsptain end I wrengled some more about the
sutomobile end his gerege and settled nothing. That
night I discussed the metter with brother John. John
advised me to keep putting the cer in the gerage as
tho nothing heppened. The next morning when 1 went
out to get into my cer, 1 found the coors pedlocked with
my oar inside. 1 went beck into the house, got some
tools, jimmnied the padlock, enc drove avay. The
followin- wcek the Ceptein filed suit egeinst me for
malicious destruction end trespsssing. Aifter the ocase
hed drepged far severel weeks 1 begen to comprehend
whet en indefensible position I hed placed myself in,

I finally wrote to Terrszonis sn espologetic letter
pdvisings him I would pay whatever dsmages there were,

I followed up the letter with e personsl cell et the
Ceptein's office in Eveleth, reached into my pooket

end pulled out e fistful of money with which to pay him,
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He looked up et me, smiled and said:

"I don't went your money. I only wanted to
show you who was boss,” )

The period 18390-1910 is likely to be referred
to by future hiétorians as the start of the steel age
in modern history. By the dubious maschinstions and
finsncisl wizerdry of John D, Rockefeller Sr., J.
Pierpont lorgen, end Judge Blbert Gary, following the
di scovery of the Messbi Renge by the .erritts; the
great United States Steel Corporation hasd come into
being. Noone even suspected it then, but the aveilebility
of high grade low cost iron from the sprewling pits of
the lesebi, Cayuns and Vermillion Iron Henges in northe:n
. innesota wes to become the most importent single factor
in meking the United Stetes s first rete world power.,
The advent of steel elso produced a violent impact on
the building construction industry in America. The
opening of the lLiesabi Range slso produced s situstion
on the lesabi Renge which wes to have some fer reaching
socialogical consequences in the years sheed.

The merkets of the nestion end the world were

pryinr for stcel during the esrly nineteen hundreds.
In order to keep psce with the demend end to meet s
shortage for lebor for thct type of work the then infent
U. S. Steel “orporstion importeé in excess of thirty five
thousend men, lergely from the Bslken States dircotly
to the ilesabl fange between 1905-07,
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Butler Brothers made a check one time and discovered

thet we had the nstionels of thirty two foreign countries

on our psyroll. Most of these {mmigrants were esdverturesome

in spirit, the finest in physicel specimens end wi th e

few exceptions, of the hichest mentel celibre, Unshackled

from the politiecel, religious, economiec andmilitery

oppressions they end their forebears hed known for

generetions, these men snd their progeny formed the core

of s populetion segment which hase made by far the greatest

of sll industrial contributions to the development of

the state of ./innesota., Illiterste and ignorant in the

weys of the new world, in most instsnces upon their

errivel here, &m.ny of these men rose to positions of

preeminsnce in the mining field, and today direct

i7portent operstions for the mejor mining compsnies.
tutler Brothers wes just beginning to get e

toe-hold on the ..essbi Range when the financiﬁl panic

of 19°7-08 shook the finenciel structure of .imericen

businecs end industry to its foundetions, Jobless

{mmisrsnte by the thousends roemed the streets end

tranpe¢ the mines in vain sesrch for work and there

w-8 no unemployment incurence in those deys. Officisls

.of the United Stetes Corporation evicted workmen by the

hundrcds from cocmpeny owned tarpeper shecks when 1t

_ beceme impossible for the unenployed men to pey a doller

a month rent,
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The se shscks, sixteen by forty four feet in dimensions,
were equipped with bunks to sleep forty men, The best
that ocan be ssid®for the penic is that it was short lived,
Fy lete summer 4in 1008 money in quentity begen to trickle
back thru the channels of trade and by the following
spring employment again wes at full tilt.

An innovation in lsbor-manasgement relstions
became operative with the advent of the thoussnds of
foreipn workers on the .‘esabi runge, It assumed the
crude form of lsbor prostitution, but from such humble
an¢ confused beginnings orgenized lebor has grown great.,

The system wecs built eround celled psdrones
who were skilled in the prectice of making e living
without working. They were usuelly men of foreign birth
who hed acquired & broeder knorxledge of the ways and
language of imericens but they were without conscience
in the prectice of duplicity upon their fellow nstionsls.
Becgsuse most of the immigrents were unwi sein mstters
pertaining to Jobs, weges, working condl tions, and
living in e new country, they fell esesy dupes to the
cons, iratorial tactics arrenged between some employers
end the pedrones, It is possible thst many of tle
employers could be excused of blsme for some of the

unfeirness which resul ted,
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It was diffioult for e superintendent either to train

or direct men responsible to him who eouldn't understand
English, It mede it not only possible but desirasble

for the pasdrones to begome intermediaries between the
enployers end the warkers. Far at least s ocouple of

years the padrones maintsined a strengler 1d on e good
proportion of the lebor market on tfle Mesgh{ Henge., In
some casesthey excoted tribute from both ends, & percentage
of the workers wages for getting him a job end e

shs kedown from the employer for furnishing the crew,

‘iany of then opereted saloons aud dives on the
side,

The finsnciel penic, brief as it wes, was costly
to the future mesnpower in the mininc industry. Thousands
of men who had been brousht hereby the United Stetes Steel
Corporetion sbandoned the range and moved elsewhere,
408t of them never returned, Some went back to thelr
homelands,

Netionsl charscteristios were interesting to
observe during my eerly yeers on the range. The immigrent
lebor thet hed ocome here from Itely almost wi thout
excepti n had plans to make their finsncisl stake in
t-his country, return to Itsly, buy e smsll plot of leand,
roise fruit end live heppily everafter,
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The majority had set & goal of two Rhoussnd dollers end
by skimping and saving this could be accomplished in less
then five years, The Itglisns lived in boarding houses
end divided expe nses, They ste spsghetti three times s
dey, seven dsys s week, snd menaged to sustein themselves
on about eircht dollers & month, And when they made
their stekes they did go bsck to Itsly. Of ell tkte
re tionelities with which I eesme in contsct it seemed
to me thst the Iteliens trensplented from their ne tive
lend to Americe the herdest. “e hod Germens, Austriasns,
Irish, English, Scoiel, Greeks, Lithuanienes, Poles,
Jfontenegrens, a few French, end e few Russisns, Vhen
Vorld Wer One broke out most of the Germens left the
+iesabl Renge to go beck end help the Keiser, Then the
Austriens left this country to help the Germans. %The
Russisns were the poorest workmen of sll the netioneliies
represented un Rutler Brothers payroll snd ss I reremter
it they m=sde the warst citizens. Nearly every othcr
nstionality es I remember it were eesily smslgamated
into the great mel ting pot thst boiled with furty on
the .esebi . _nge during the esrly decsdes of the
twentieth century.

I remenber thut I hed been warned in asdvence
thet the Finnish immigrents were likely to be trouble
mr kers., Whether becsuse the wsrning provided a chsllenge
to me ege en exployer I don't know, but the immigrants
from Finlend and the lLosndinavien countries beocane my

fevorite workmen,
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I think the young men I knew thst csme from Finlend
were the finest looking group of men I have ever seen.
I disoovered early that e Finlender is not & masn thet
you ésn order around., They work better, faster and
more effeciently when you gave your orders in the form
of suggestions,
During the penic hundreds of Finlanders, Norweglens,

Swedes, snd Danes either took to woods ar timber Jjobs at
which they were most adept or settled along the shore
of Lake Superior snd got into the fishing trede, HMost
of our then immigrsnt populetion from souther lurope
inept at either woods or water suffered most while the
penic lasted,

darxisn which was probably e forz of snerchism
rather than the communisan we know todey had slready
won 8 few converts szong the new immigrents on the
..es8bl rsnge, %e cclled them discontents, They were
in constent agitetion apeinst resl or imsgined grievances
end Cod knows sore of the grievances were rcal, but it
wns their method of hancling them that stamped them for
what they were, Working in close ocooperation with the
pedrones one group of sgitators headed by en Itelien
immigrant wes sble to draw the workers into e union

end its first strike was staged in 1907 Nearly e
. very

stripping and mining company on the iesabl renge with

the exception of Butler Brothers weas struck
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By working olosely with his men and by meeting their
w:ge demsnds brother John wes successful in edverting
whst would have been Futler Brothers first and only
labor dispute. The strike was shortlived as I remember
and ended in e stalenate,

Fy 1612 we hsd nine stripoing contrects at
separste and couplete operstions - cross forty miles of
the ‘esabi Renge from Virginia to Noshweuk. Brother
John's heslth wes beginning to feil end soaehow or other
I mensc¢ed to inspect esch of those operetions every
dey. Leter on brothcr Cooley csme to help m=. The
stripping contrect at the Grent ' ine at BEuhl elone,
colled for the removcl of four million five hundred
thousend y=rds of overburcen. %e took the contract in
1907 end sterted the job s yesr lster, Ey 1909 we were
losding ore for the Interstate Iron Compeny end during
the next six gecrs under Interstete's direction we loaded
end shipped three million five hundred thousend tons of
0:¢ st londing prices of fifteen cents per ton,
rrovisions of the Ford-.cCumbcr Act hed forbidden the
reilrosés from owaing or opersting iron ore proper ties
end in 1912 Butler Trogﬁers secured tvo contracts

involving the former Crest lorthern Teilrosd properties.
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The United States Steel Corporation took other leases on
Great Northern's former properties. Fefore the Yord-
feCumber Act became ef-ective Jim Hill had set up the
Crest Northern Railrosd to hsndle sluost every phase

of mining operations., The resilroad even ovned e siring
of ore bosts end stesmships sone of which were
subsequently sold to the li, A. Hanne Compeny snd to
F'utler Frothers, Other units in the Great Northern
Lake Superior Tleet wer® sold to st—smship lines an¢
converted into passenger bosss. The act restricted to
Crest liorthern to freigsht hauling only.

‘The circumstences by which the old empire builder
wee able to choke one of the most self serving ore
hauling contracts ever hesrd of down the throsts aof
the United States Steel Corporation officiels end make
them 1ike 1t was & choice morsel of conversstion st
thet time, It was sbout thc time the Tord-.loCuxber Aot
weht into effect, Having lost this choice business
1411 was prepared to mske the most of it end he did,
7411 hed the trunsportation snd the United Ctotes Steel
o .pany hod tc ore, The coantract under which Hill
proposed thet the Grest “orthcrn would haul ore for
the United Zt-tes 5teel Corporation from the ‘esegbl
Tienze to the Leke “uperior docks provided for peyment
of fifty five cente & ton the first yecr end sn inoressc
of ten cents a ton esch yesr until the price went to

g dollar ten cents per ton,
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Hi1l took his secretary Mertin Erown %o %ell Street to
complete the business, J. P. Morgen had egreed in
sdvence with Hill to eign under those terms, ¥hen
Ef{11 end Browmn srrived et the iorgan offices J. Pierpont
himse 1f greeted them effusively. Judge Cery wss still a
power in"United Stetes Steel Corporation affeirs.
"Jim," Morgen suggested, "have your secretary
teke this contrect over to Judge Gery and tell him I
said to sign it."
4 few hours lster Brown brought back the report
thst Judge Gary wouldn'ti sign the contrect,
"Oh, yes he will," Morgen said.
J. P, liorgen picked up the telephone, got
Judge Gary on the line end ssid:
“lLlbert, r. Eill 1s in 2y office, ¥e wantis
to pct e trein home tonight end he wants thet contrect
si~ned snd 1 want you to sign it,
The power of the fimencial berons over good
prectice in tusiness and industry wes evident,
Cne afternoon in the summer of 1913 Nrother
.jerce was having lunch wth ir, Hill et the liinnesote
Clut. 1Lill sugeested:
"fhy don't your brothers teke over some of our
mining proper ties?"
Pierce told :'r, Hill thst he would telk to
.elter sbout 1t, Esrlier Nr, II1111 had finenced R, M.
Fennett, e mining operator, for a half interest in a

considerable number of the Great Northern's properties.



Chap. X pp. 13.

Bennetts representatives O, B, Warren who wes a good
friend of brother John also was friendly to us in
vorking out some negotistions with ‘r. Hi1l, The
result was thet Butler Brothers took out our first
lesses: the quinn, the Herrison, end the Yorth Harrison
Mines, in the Neshweuk area. The footings for the

B prison concentretor were foured in 19014 and in the
f£o11 of thet vesr Futler Brothers made their firet
shipment of Iron Cre, Cur contrect permitted us to
mine those three reserves to exhsustion but that fircst
yesr we shipped two hundred end six thousané %ons,

The steel compenies st thet time were peyinc e doller
soventy five per ton for Eescemer grade and fifteen
cents less per ton for the non Tessenrr gredes.

@ Putler Brothers were on the ‘esebl Renge end in

the iron mining business for keeps.

¥nd Cheopter,



