CHAPTE™ XI

I suppose the opening of eny néw country
pertifulsrly when en industrisl bonenze is involved
elways provides oibltement, fierce co-petition anc
yet a certsin comrederie end the Mesabi Renge wes no
exception. In 2 business way Butler Brothers were
pitted agsinst some of the best financi 1 and industrisl
bredins in americs, It hed become obvious to us as eerly
ge 1910 thet our stripping contracts would eventuslly
run out snd that if we were to continue on the Mesebi
ronge it would be neocesssry to become mining operators.
}ut we ~cre still sellergic to iron ore leases as such,
principelly beceuse we wa' @ inexperiencecé in the
merchenéieing of iron ore, One efter enother the
principel mining compenies were sterting to re=nove
their own overburéen, %e vere something like "midcélemen”
i{n the overell production of ore snd it sppeared thet
there was e concerted osmpe ign smong the big compsnies
“to elininste the middlenen, |

48 epparent proof of our inex}erienoo in direct
nmining operstions, in 1914 we let ourselves be dresvn into
e ocontrsot to operate the .innesote Lend Company's .uinn
Yine st Nashwauk under sn sgreemnent to shere the profits

equslly with Clement K, Quinn, young ¥iohigen mining engineer.
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after the contrscts were si gned we discovered for the
first time thst the mine wes surrounded on ell sides
by property of the treet NorthernRailwey end the R, M,
Bennett interests. There was no possible w:y by which
we oould get legal access to stert mining the juinn's
1,250, 000 ton iron reserve, Brother "glter raided
rerticuler hell with Juinn for luring us into such a
deal, I suppose thst 1,250,000 tons in the uinu mine
would still be there if it hsd not been for brother
:ierce's friendship with Jim, Hill. Pierce went to
H11l with the problem end we got consent from the
Grest iorthern Reilwey to trespsss their property to
fget et our ore. After the chengeover from stripping
contractors to minine operetars waes ue de Ruterl Erothers
took only four more stiripping projects. These were the
.'sce "ine in 1915, the .‘ejorca neer Celumet in 1916,
the Judd et Teconite in 1620, and the !lgknomen .iine on
the Cuyuna hfenge in 1928, 1In 1913 Rutler Brothers had
e net vorth of §1, 600,000 .

It took herd work, long hours, end you hadé to
be tough. Some of the jobs wi undertook were extremsly
difficult operations, Becasuse open iron mining wes still
somchhet of @ novelty and the problems thet both
stripping and mining presented werc for the most part
unprecedented there were fev times when you could profit

by the experiences of your nejgchdors or competitors.



The 5liver Mine which provided my first Mesabi Renge
experience was & pertioculerly difficult operation it
seemed to me then snd now., The ore body itself was
inbedded deeply in Lop and ewamp, At one point in the
operetion I -ad to btuilld e 8ike to keep the cwsup water
from running into the pits end the folloring ie en
exprrience I will never forret:

Itr wes seven o'clock in the evenirny of
~urust 9, 1909 thet the trezencdous weter pressure that
hed teen buildine up nrFeinst the mine er-shed thru the
cike, Vithin fifteen minutes the shovel runner =ni
other members of the crew hed to swin for their lives,
end inside of en hour the mine floor snd our ecuipment
wes weshing under sixty feet of weter, ro sinrle
mining compsny in those days maintesined ~dmping
equipm-.nt to cope with such an excergency., and if we
hed h:d the equipment we didn't heve th-= msnpower
expcriencec enough to know how use it., 1 took my
vroblem to some officisls of the Oliver 'iining Comneny
at .ountein Iron who, sltho they we-e competitors eof
~utl.y lroth:rs vrovide en ut:ctsnding exa=ple of the
brotherhood of mining oper tors when one of t-ir number

is in trouble,
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"We are sorry es hell Emmett thet this hsppened,”
they told ne,

They told me thet they hed s dozen Or more
pumps in the shops of the D,M end N, Railwey snd thst
they would loed them on flstcars end get them to me
inside of ten hours, I telephoned reilwsy officicls
enéd & boil-r shop =t Nuluth end told them of the
difficulty. 1n enother few hours the boiler shop had
load=d four portsble two hundred horsepower stesm
boilers aboard e D.M, end N, flatcer end the railwey
furnisned e special locoumotife to get the equipment
to us., Inside of ebout e week due to the findst
cooperation I ever have witnessed snong s group of
~2n the Cliver ‘ine was beck in operation.

Good locomoti ve encineers in those dsys were
about the scarcest of sll the skilled workment we enployed.
In thos d-ys 1t was the practice of reilroeds to rive
loeomotive engin: ers "clesrasnee papers”™ when they left
the reilro:zd's e plow for whotever resson, The clesrsnces
vere printed on s kind of peper ~hiech if you held it to
the 1isht would raeveal the likeness of a duck. If the
job anplicent had been discharged by his former
gmploycr for some misde-eanor or snoth r this cduck wus

elwsys shorn wi th 4ts head cut off.
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Yost of the boomer engineers that roemed the renge
‘during those dsys eerried “deed duok” clearance peperse
end we hired e lot of them,

Ope of these was en encineer nemed Peroy Zitchell,
who had no more business runring a locomotive then I do
flyinc en eeroplence, Iitchell wes pushing e string of
cars thru the ore yerds to pick up a line of empties
-nd instesd of essing the locomotive to make the
connection he smsshéd the standing empties hard end
rcerly tore the front end off the locomotive, I ren
over to see wut hed happened end 4itchell who wse a
bi; msn szid thet he wented his time,

wAfter vhat you've done do vou think you've
rot any time coning,” I asked him,

~Oh ves,” litchell seid. And while he was
bebtbline en explsnation of whot heppened 1 was trying
some t. ing with which to clout him, Then I remanbered
thst I hed @ hemmer in my office end I seié vo Mitchell:

"Oh ksy, Percy, Let's go to the office.”

hen we got to the office I told the %tine-
kecper to meke out Mitchell's record and I went into
the beck room to find the hemmer jwhile the timekeeper
wee hending sitchell his check I let him hsve it. The
first blow steggered him and he stumbled out the door
enéd fell in the roed.
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I was going outside, to finish him off I suppose, when
two travelling men pulled up to the office with a tesm
end livery rig., They didn't pay too much stten tion to
vhet wes happening end ceme on into the office, In
mortel I suppose, ¥itchell Jumped into their rig end
put the whip to the horses, Thete wes a horse and
grocery wegon in front of the boarding houee scross
the street so0 I picked up en handexe, climbed into

the wegon enéd gsve chsse, I ocould see that :iitchell
wes going to outdistznce me, s0 I took sim ené thru
the handexe, It stuck in the @ at richt st itchell's
beck, enéd I hsve no éoubt now thet had I hit nim it
would hsve killed him, To show how & men's mind cen
vork under stress,I cclled the chief of police and
told him to erpest it chell for horse end bucgy theft,
rfter thinking it over I recented the charges but I
never saw .litchell sfain,

One of our good friends wus J, C., Greenwey
who had echieved some fsme with Teddy Roosevelt's
Houghriders, end who wes superintendent of theCenisteo
Yine for the United Stetes Steel Corporstion. Greenwey
hendled most of his work on horsebsck. I remember one
time he rode the for ty miles by horseback from Colerasine

to the Eliver iline to teke e look et our operstions.
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He rode right dowm into the pit snd reined hie horse

to the pit ladder, Just before leaving Creenway decided
to climb the lsdder for e lest look sround. The horse
got frightened, geve a jerk, pulled the lsdder out from
under Greenwey and sent the superintendent down forty
feet into the mud., It was difficult for John end I to
keep @ straight fece but we hed to sppe-r sorry for him,
te became good friends, I cazn remember times lster
when John and 1 sa7t up 8ll night with Greenway drinking
i“hiskey ¥rd in his batcohellor querteres at Colereine

and during scme of those bouts we settled every mining
problem extent and we refourht end rewon nesrly every
bettle in the Spsnish American Vare.

There wes the time when we broke s drumshsft
during out operations gt the 8liver .‘ine. .0st of the
stripping en¢ minin~ companies hed the seme types of
stesm shovels in those decys, After the sccident I
reanenber telephoning Clerence .ioore, superintendent of
the “acootah .iine ¢t ‘owntcin Iron sbout three ..iles
froz thc Zliver, et micnight end esking ..oore if he
would locn us 8 drum shéft from onc of his shovels.

He got out of bed, drcssed snd drove &t once st once
t_o the CLlivar iiine in e horse and buggy. .e rounded
u'p 8 orev and soze more horces and went to the Wecootah
‘dne where we pioked up e new crua shuft, Ve were resdy

to werk when the dey shift reported.
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There was no point in thanking Moore, becceuse whet he
hed done for Butler Brothers was a meare oompliance with
the code of the range,

There was another time whan I wesc loeding ore
on the D,X. and N, Railroed snd in the process broke en
exle sheft in the steem shovel, 'There happcned to be
en ore car losded with codl stending nearby. Without
consulting snyonewe put two jackscrews under theoar,
removed the t!ucké and attached then to our steamshovel
80 we oould continue our woark. The next dey tle trsck
crew of the L., AL M, Reilrozé oame alons %o fix the
yord tracks and reported to the supcrinten’ent thet I
hed teken the truoks out of the ore car., Ieing whet
I 1iked to refer to then as & precise man the superintendent
telephoned me and csid:

".:mett y:u shouldn't have dore that,"

I told him thet T hed done it snd thet there
waosn't much to be done ebout 1t now. Then he smid:

"well “mmett, you know thrt it's O0.X. but I
wish in the future you'd oell me up before you do it.”

Later I told the super intendent to send down
enothar eet of trucke and I woulc attach them with my
ow¥n orew to the ore cer. le sent down the new set of
trucke amd we etteched them, end later I ssked him to
scnd me e bill., He 8gid Futler I'rothers didn't owe him

enything.
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On one of his periodic inspection trips the
president of the D,M, and N, Railwey was taking & look
et some of the treck approaches to our mines. He noticed
thet our tracks were "segging in some points. He turned
to the treck foremen and esaid:

"I went you to haul two or three extra treinloads
of gprovel end put it under the trecks of Butler Erothe s,"

I told him thet Butler DBrothers epprecisted hie
interest end to send me a bill for the work. Ie seid
he would end altho the work coet in exc.ss of {590 utler
Frothers never got & bill,

During those early yeers of open pit mining on
the .lessbi kKance the operstors couldn't gct the ore to
the Luluth docks fast enough. 7There were¢ no rules es
to the size of the ore chumks vcu losded on to the oers
end snything thet would fit in e tht#ee yerd dipper was
consicered pernissible, You loesded thc ore into the
curs snd when it got to the dooks the railway ocompany
glwsys hed trouble getting it out of the cers und into
the ore bosts. The seme thing happened when the ore
Losts resched their unlosding aress., .nd scme of the
etuff Tutler Trother oné the othir _ining compenies
eripred 1 know wus in picces too big for the blust
{furnsees to hsndle, The result of this confuskion troumnt
irto beine in 1510 & et of rulcc concirning the size

of the: ore thet would be scce;ted.
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To Futler Brothers this meent the purchuse of expensive
crushing equipment sné to ¢ircumvent thie neoessity we
boucht drills and hemmers and dymsuite in e plen to
reducc theore lodes to scoeptable sizes, Ve instruoted
our stovel operators to set egice ‘the lercer ore pieces
antil they could load them on top of the ore cers,
hevinz done thst we drilled snC smashed th pleces with
n dyna-ite blsst., It wasn't long however before the
roilroed officials were compleining thst eltho the
svsten misht be all richt TYor Futler Frothers the
dvnu.ite explosians @id not distingulsh between the
luaps of ore to be brokenup and the ore cars.

There was e chemist named Fred ".erch whoce Job
it wss to teke sanples of the ore we were losding end
to gsnslgze it for specifio ore content. A siniler
gnzlysis is slveye mede when the orc bosts reach tho
le.er ports nt in¢ purehzses., Under oriinery circuistances
t“ ¢ tvo snulveics ehould eorrespond within e regsoneble
1050 o ne. TAT « Tr0M. 0t thete weren't omianery
circuzstences, 1 hed tld Lerch to drew “ic seples
fro ibc ore lodes, IThese s=mples were Rish grece ore,
l.atur: 11y Lerch's anselysis were gt verisnce with those
of thu steel coupenies, T reneiber that we indulged
in ¢ lon- & Ties of correspondence and tclegrams arruing

vith esch othcr ecross the expense of the Great Lekes,
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Charles H, Hendritk, who wes superintendent of the ., 4,
Henna Compeny, whocse ore we were loeing scolded Lerch
ebout our practices., A nervous little men, Lerch ceme
ocout to the mine one dsy and seid:

"Exmett you oen't losd ore thot wey. I oen't
even get s falr somple.,"

"Fred, you're s chemist, You're supnosed to
be ﬁble to tell enybody that brinzs anything to ycu
for enalveis wh:t 1s in 1t even 4f 1t's horse msnure,”

Lerch told .ir, Hendrickgthst he wos offencel

ty my lanzusge, but for the rernindedr of the year we
szapled every bucket of ore thet wus shipped. Cur
rreat deocception ended the following yesr when we put
in screens end crushars and sized svery loecd of ore
thet was shipped,

In the meentimec my young femily was growing
Lpe '‘here wss the time when broth r John telephoned
end wented & teex of horscs sent to *uhl, sbout twelve
i1les sweyse I hed intencec sending cne of my men with
the teem, but my son%ﬂazen then thirteen ené Pet, nine,
hesrd stout the telephone cell end telked me into
letting them teke the horses to Buhl end they delivered
them ell richt. Hazen end Pet returned home by the
ni-ht trein., Thee weos snothar time when my dsughter
visry Lllen snd the three oldest boys liszen, Pat, end
Lurry ware coaing hoae to the kenge for s vacation

froa their schoolFtudies at St.Peul.
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The tickets called for sests on the CGrest Northern
Reilwsy from Ct,Paul to Duluth end the ch engeover to
the D.M., and N. Railwey from Duluth to Volf Junotion,the
nearest railroed point to where we were then livirg.
The D.M, end N, porter had haé his instructions to let
the ohildren off at Wolf Junction but hed forgotten his
essignment and the youngsier s went on to Hibbing while
my disesppoint & vife snd myeelf paced the sistion
plstform st "olf Junction., Nonplussed eftar houre of
waiting for phont cells thr t ncver cene we finelly
checked every hotel in HEibbing until we found theuw.
“hen ve ¢id the youngsters were hsvins e grest time
drinking pop ené eeting popcorn end we errenp:d for
then to srenc¢ thar first night elone in & hotel,

ek home 1 telephoneé the superintendent of
the L,il, #snd I'y Keilroed st Duluth end told him in
no uncertein terms whet 1 thoucht of the service on his
railroed. fe £8id he wesS Very sorry.

"Sure you're sorry,” I seid, "but whet ebout
the nervous prostrstion you're reilrosd hes csucsed lrs.
i‘'utler,”

we hed some more nesty exchenpes of correspondenoce

.ebout the incident end one deysome time lster I met
the reilroec presicent,

"Eomett," he swid "whet the hell ere you'trving

to do. Give my treinaen nervous prostration?”
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It wus on of these sojourns home from St,Thomss
prep school in St.Paul that my son Patrick brought with
hin & violin, One of the instructors st the school had
decided thet Patrick hsd s musicsl talent end ocould
develope into en accomplished violin virtuoso., Vvhen
I ccme homs= the first night frox work ~at was prectising
sway on his violin, I don't suppoee 1 vges much different
from the aver -ge fether when I seid to .et:

"Son if you went to sagw on thut damneé thing
ts all riecht wi th me, hut go out on the wuter towsr
znd play on 1t to your hcert's content end not here
in the houre," Pat never leerned to pley the violin,
suly 4, 1911 is prcbably still remenbered by
residents of Virginie as the most spectacular &ndependence
dnsy celebretion in history. 1t centered sround BDutler
Lrotll ro nower house where we storeé the dblsck powder
used fa@ blasting.. Te hsd built the powder house on
top ef e tank not too fer froax my home, and e section
07 1t wes used to store the po-der censwhich were slweys
T turnec afier use Lo the Dupont Compsny, There were
C5b deys in 1811 so = better dey oouldn't heve been
picked for the powder houce to explode then the feourth
of culy. [he thing started popping off shortly after
miunirht and the ser ies of explosions which followed
provided Virginis residents with the demnedest fourth

of July they had evcr heerd or seen,
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There wes practicelly no wster protection availasble =so
we just let it burn, I cen remember weiching the
oconflesration from my winuow. People cane frou all
over the .lesebl R, nge to westche-end to listen,

It was the mosl sponteneous celebretion in

Futler Erothcre history.



