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Law and order on the Jfesebi Renge nrior to 1910
was what you might have expected it to be in e new
{ndustrisl country recently opened to development. In
short we hed & lot of lew eand no order. rublic officisls
fast learned to close both eyes to what wes going on.
Lergecly you fouzht your own fichts, took the lew into
vour own hands when necesssry end tried to keep slive,
The range attracted every type of undesirsble thet
t ere wes; we hed unmscrupulous ssloon keepers, gsmblers,
p-néerers an” prostitutes. There were =ore cutthronts
in 1ibbing snc¢ vircinie et th.i time thsn in any otler
rleec in ‘innesvte. 1ney were sli cursed with the lust
for pold t at wes belng siphoned out of the iesgbl
Eills in ever increesing quantitice. The code stong
thcce rekes, procurers, trollops, fornicstors, end
ch.ets wes; dog eat dog end the cevil teke the hind ost,
“ihece unsivoury closses became the leeches and blood
suckers which thrived end wsaxei rich in sone ceses on
the toil -nd sweat of the eabryo mining industry end

its workerc.
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- Becguse most of the mines during the Great
Lekes nettgetion sesson opersted around the clock, the
impresarios oof the ssloons, bewdy houses snd gembling
places assuned the ssme prerogetives., GSaloon keepers
even boessted thet they hed no locks in their doors.,
It wes en unwritten lsw that a berkeep never threw a
customer out of e szloon &8s long as he hsd money. The
scme was true of the roisterers who freguented the
b gnios. ELvery stloon msinteined whet came to be known
8 & "sneke room) & kind of lounge where the prostitutes
could "roll” e drunk of his weges efter the imtiber had
consuned too much vhiskey or been fed knockout drops,
ken the victizn ceze to it wzs concidered quite
m:enenimous of the s-loonkeeper to "#ive" the victim
g courle norc shcts of whitkey before throsing hiw out
in the street, There were o few uirers ond lumdberjecks
whc frejjucented these placec snd ~ot wise to ‘he situtztion.
If it heppened to be payday they would put the bulk
of th=4r woner in safe keepins snd druw on it as they
ne-ced it., There were s few decent ssloonkeepers,
however, who we: € honest,

Ted Finch was one of the mor: affluent s=loon
keepers at Virginie about 1910. In all Tinch operated

8»ven ssloons,



One thet I used to frequent wes considered to be one of
the ritzier places where the men customers used to slt
or stend arcund the ciger ocounter st the front of the
plece and hsgve their drinks served to theu there, I
scldox drznk 4in his plsce principelly becsuse I didn't
like the taste of the whiskev he s0ld., But I wes @
rocsulsr cigsar s :oker enc enjcyed listening to the
1i-ht banter thrst you could slwavs “eer in such pl-ces,
Cn= of Finck's repulcr curlo~ers wes Sai fioar who had
the reputetion of = brzpgert cnd en exsggerestor when
he coulé meke himself the central ficure in his fietion,
Caa was lsyin~ it on thick:r then usu-l one ..orning
when I peered over Lie swineirng door end s-i::

"Sam you're g lisr."

San hed a stein of beer in his hend et the time
and he let it fly at me, I ducked and the stein ssiled
thru the plete glsss window and then everybody started
ducking or running. I began running myself and the
l2st thing I rceaber heerine Ted Finch say was:

"Enmett I'1l kill you if you ever come in here
efeine. VYou never buy envthing but cipgers snywsy.”

there wes » Yrench psnderer who kicked e
rrocstitute to desth one nii-ht efter she hed refused
to turn over to him 8ll thet she hrd esrned in one of

th- soczlled :.1ddle priced srorting hcus 8 in Vircinie.
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The event received scerocly sny public notice, A few
of Jessies patrons missed her end that wes sbout sll.
The righteouns element of the citizenry wouldn't be
heard dicoussing thc sordid event end the unrighteous
were unconcerned, S0 e pimp killed & prostitute so
whet? The .Liescbi Fenge hed more where they csne from
but the euthoritics had to msintein the pretenze that
1ls% snc¢ order preveiled on the rense sné the I'renchman
%cs broucht to trisl, T"itnesses disappesred or couldn't
remeaber, The Frenchman denied even knorins the ¢irl
end a jury scquitted him. Somne time la ter I met the
forcman of the murcder Jjury and askeé¢ him why the jury
h:d freed th¢ Trenchman,

".ell,” he ssié, "It wes like this: we counted
all the pimpe and prostitutes vre could think of or
remenber ené founi thaet Virginie hec en eqw 1 nu.ber
o* esch inoluding the Irenchamcn, e thourht it btest
to leave the situbtion es is.”

One of thc most notorious of thc .‘esabl Renge
brothels we:s the stockade on the roszd between Virginie
eni Gilbvert, The fifty inmestes of this plece hed
attractcd to their weres the hundcdredsof miners on the
Mesabi Renge end the four or five thoussnd men working
66r thc lunber intereste in the forests within a renge

el Tty ntles,
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Atthet time Virginia boasted the laergest white pine

saw mill in the wrld. The ostimated‘number of prostitutes
in the growing town of Virginia at thet time ranged from
e hundred to two hundred, These workers and their

weges were considered fair game to whoever could part
thez from their money first, =Cesides the regulsrly
estsblished houses of prostitution most of the esloon
keepers in Virginie, at leaczt, meinteined broth ls

in oonnection with their liquor busincss., C(n nminiug
coupany ey d=y= the nrocstituies used tc come to
Virginie in specisl tusses. They elso Tollowed the
miegr.nt reilvwsy sorkers who wre extendng the

trecksee of the eprovling reilway systen in nortreasy
+innesote in the saie type convevences, It wes g
livinge re-ctition of the stories = had hczrdé about the
#0ld rush dsys of Celifornis snd ‘lacks in esrlier yveers,
ihe iiezsbi ARupnge was the frontiar of the llorth. among
those of the immifrant populsiion who we € sble to hold
ther own e -einst a1l coners were the Finns., It was
ccnsidered dsngerous to even srpue with them, There
mere repezted instences of men who dicn't heed thise
werningee who tried te tske edvontsge of the Fimne and
wore bedly slsshed end cut up for their folly. The
Finlunders vire e lew abiding people but it wes wose

10 ony n%n who tricéd to tuvke sdvontoce of thexm,
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I cen remember of no instence where e Finnlender killed
enother men but 4t vasn't heslthy to tenrle with themn,
They recched ¢ hirh derree of skill in the use of the
knife =nd hcd sc _uired the knecik of sleshing s man to
thc point of desth « thout his injuries provins fetel, but
those that ¢id tele on a Tinnlender knew they ha¢ been
in = firht .

+» punber of chepters of .ies.bil Konpe history
were written in blood. In our crew which wes stripring
thec Degn 1ine et Fuhl sbtout 191 or 1914 we haC e large
number o recent irmigrants from Cerbis, Near the mine
and not fer from e smell bullding which served as the
street car stction but beck in the woods severel hundred
feet wes & "Chippie" sheek in which lived severrcl
sroc pitutes. I hed been Gown to the Tegmn liine suporvising
tie repelr to some broken mechinery et about nine o'elock
one ni~ht ard :s I esme up out of the amine I noticed
thrce of Tutler Brothers Serbian mine = runnins from the
brolh=1., hen I rot to thc street osr shelt:r thc uen
ce ¢ into Tull vi-w snd I ccull see th- t esch % & arzed
witk = lou " nife., Two of the men see..ed to be chacing
th: t2i1rd end they vwcre ell etresked vwith blood. From
uy point of vuntege in the shelter I couléd see the look
of terrar in the face of the intenced victim ss he
erarred with his two edverssrics with only the stu:zp of

e tree sepersting thea,
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After one violent thrust after esnother the two friends
finslly dispatched their men., He fell to the ground and
bled to death within s few feet from where 1 was stonding.
The two killere welked away without seeing me, Good
citizenship stenderdstoday would heve required that

a witness come forwerd snd tell what he knew, But in
those days on the range you kept your mouth skut. And
justified it by keeping out of trouble, you thought.

The two men were epprehended, brought tortrisl, pleaded
self defense snd received e sentence of ten years. They
were released a few years lster,

There was elwsys bed blood between the Iteliens
end the Serbs. Another instrsnce of lewlessness occurred
betwecen en Itelien and s Serbien who shared e cozpeny
bunkhouse with asbout & dozen other men of the two reces
nesr the Desn .line, %e had known thet trouble was brewing
in the cexzp for soi.e time, but dered not interfere, The
climex to the long smoukderins feud happened late one
nicht on s Hibbing-virginie streetcer. The Italien hed
followed the Cerdb snd when the lstter stepped off the
street ocer at Virginie the Itslisn shot him thru the
beck three times and killed him, In the beckground of
most of these disputes wes ususlly & women-or more
correctly s prostitute., They were known in ;hoge de ys

a8 either one doller or tvo doller girls,
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Y¥het the difference was I never inquired,

I remember s big Irish policemen in Virginie
who shot a men thru the heed for no more reason than
you might ;;oot a dog. +The policemsn's explsnation in
this wenton killing was thet he hed told the victim to
stop end when he didn't stop he shot him., Thet he
didn't explain was that his victim didn't even understanc
¥nglish. There was & ssloon keeper who shot end killed
a gembler becsuse the men refused to pey for e drink.
Brousht to triel, the seloon keeper pleeded self defense
enéd was esccuitted.

This is not intended to infer that sll of the

Rutler Brothers, esch pretty stubborn,hardhesded and
unequivocal in his own rirht escaped these oross
currents of confl:ot unscathed, Of all the brothers
Cooley had the most difficulty getting eslong with the
men., FEecsuse of his uncontrollable temper and ugly
disposition when he was working too hard, Booley
brought a lot of unnecesssry trouble upon himself.
lie hed 8 repetetion across the .essbl Range for not
getting elong with the men who worked for him. FPatience
wzc not one of his virtued, He would fight at less
then a drop of the het, I osn recell instsnces where
Cooley would welk up to en exployee who might be new on
the job end didn’'t know 11 th:- detsils of the wrk
enc hit hia for no better resson thcn thet, If s men

quit his job Cooley considered it sn occession to fight him,



and therc were few on the iron renge who could best
him.

Even Mild mennered, even tempered John hed
difficulty steying out of brewls with his warkmen.
Once durine e stripping operstion at the La Rue mine
there was en scoident in which the stesm shovel wss
derciled, John lost his pstience with John Larson
the shovel runner and in e fit of teaper celled Kersén
e nsme. The ghovel runner got down off of his mechine
end used brothcr John to wipe the floor of the mine,
“hen I sew John the next day drecssed in new clothes
his only explenction wes that his old clothes had
gotten soiled, Loter when detsils of the story got
~round en¢ we lesrned thet Larson was still on the Job
we wondered. John expleined th--t he h-d not discherged
Larson becsuse he was 8 good wrkman, " in feot he's e
better man then I am."

One fellow whom John dischsrged took his
dicmissel pretty seriously end pulled s gun on John.
ihile the men kept John covered John inched his wey
forwerd until he grebbed the men's gunhend end dishserned
hi:. At pistcl point John forced the msn to walk to 8
nesrby pond where he threw him in end held his heed

under voter until he hed nesrly drowned,
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I did the seme thing myself one Fourth of July morning
to & locomotive engineer who swung a wrench et me after
I critized him for wrecking one of our locomotives.
During my ewn eerly years on the '‘esabi range

I hed slweys considered thet I posseseel more common
sense than to pick on e man thet wes bigger thsn me,
It took a youngs redheaded Irish bricklsyer from Culuth
whom brother Bill hed &1 scharged to upset my apple ocrt,
“hile I was meking out his time checks for some resson
or other I got @ little bit over bearing with the men
an¢ vhen he protested I threstened to c¢lip hLhim on the
chin, Bill AcGovern wes his nsme, No sooner hed 1
uttered my threet than .icGovern wes on his fecet swinging.
1l puess I never knew whet hit me, becsuse when I finally
ot oy beerings I wes sprewled out on the floor end
wondering how I got there,

aore then forty yeers later my wife 8nd I were
flying from Chicego to spend e few weeks at a Falm Beach,
Floride hotel. We noticed a men who seemed to be taking
more than & ocasusl interest in us during the trip, -
Later at the Palm Besch Hotel while we were waiting for
Fhe hotel olerk to assign our room the msn cane over
end seid:

"Your neme is Lmmett Butler isn't it?"

"Thats slweys been my neme,” I s~id,



Ohap. XIl. pp. 1ll.

"Well, my name's Bill MoGovern. I used to be
a8 briocklayeri” he said,

He was the ssme MoGovern that we hed fired end
that I hed gought with nesrly hslf a century esrlier.
Cur fight MeGovern told me laughingly, hed been the
turning point in his life., Ee hed quit iinnesots,
wendered out to the southwest and ammassed a fortune 4in
oil. ¥ith his wife they were celebrating their golden
wedddkg anniverssry, During our tlorids stey we got
tc be good friencs.

in order that this report of life during the
esrly years on the .esebi Renge be as rounded ss possible
I asked my deughter iiery Ellen Butler Hume, after whom
I nemed & mine in 1923 to set down some of her impressions
of 1life as she 1l&ved it as s girl. Here are some of the
thinge she remembers:

"It was 8 1ot of fun moving into our new house 4n
1908 whioch fsther haed scquired from sn old oquple who
Bagh henmesteaded the lend for their shere in the mining
rights. The ocouple wanted to sell us their dog, e cooker
spsniel, but fethey, fern bred, said that he had never
bought a dog in his 1ife but that he would give it & home.
The men worked early and late. <lhere were many difficulties
those first years and it seemed thu«t everything including

the westher seemed to be aceinst us.
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It reined so much thet first spring that the orews were
using rowboats to keep the pits open snd the pumpe
running. The locomotives and steam shovels eould be

very oranky but to us they were slmost like personslities,
I oen still see fether trudging slong the reilroed tracks
in suspenders, his shirt sleeves rolled up and his head
bent in concentretion. The stoop of his shoulders

alweys was an indicetion whether things were going well
or bsdly.

"The many times Uncle John ceme from Carson Leke
to see how things were going under fether's direction
elweys were red letter deys for the children. I used
to listen to their conversstions end their long silences,
but eventuslly was rewarded by some snecdote about the
men or how a problem was being solved., They had many
gripes ebout the mining engineers, superintendsnts of the
tig compenies and the inspectors for the various mining
interests. To heer Father snd UNcle John tell it, these
men were the nstursl barriers to progress snd success
much like the overburden and the reinstorms, something
to be despised end outwitted. Naturally I shered msny
of these prejudices, tho secretly I sdmired these men,
perticularly if they wcre young snd handsome and
picturesquely attired for their jobs. It took a lons
time before I wes willing to concede that fsther or my
uncles might be wrong in some of the controversies, but

the mellowing process wes going on in them too.



I learned esrly thet the Butler men were hard and not
soft.

"Uncle John as I remember him wes & big,bluff
men with wavy white heir., He wes proud of this wave
end he celled it his Della Fox ocurl, To me he always
seemed to redieste® health and well being and hewas very
perticular about his eppearsnce, The Butler men could
speck softly or they could be hard, eutting end
sercestic, It wes good to heer them lsugh. Everything
Uncle John owned or purchssed wes nesturaslly the beét,
enc this included his sutomotile, his driver, end Aunt
~3gsies cooking. He liked to osll her bread angel food.
He had advice on enyssubject. Altho he hsd no children
of his own, Uncle John was certein that ..other was
raising her own children badly. He never ocsme to visit
us btut whst he had e new fud or theory. He wus s
psrsiox of extrevagence and penury., One of his pet
econonieswes to stople together used envelopes to be
used lster for scratch psds. In the same bresth he
could snend s hundred thousand dollers for new
ejuipmznt needed at the mines.

"'The Butler men were impatient of stupidity,

I can renmember the nicrht & pit foremsn telephoned
Tether to edvise thot the nunber twelve locomotive had

blown its velve-csp and whet should he do,
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Father told him to sit on it, end benged down the
receiver. A little reflection mede fether realize thet
his sarcasm would not help matters end after trying in
vein to telephone the office had to dress and go down
to the trouble anyway. He had e bad temper with the
orews when the work wasn't going right, but he wes
never impatient with his children.

"%e had more than twenty three notionalities in
the Virginie school, end I cen remember we pessed nineteen
ssloons in five blocks to get there. Hogs, cows, and
chickens roszmed the streets. vhen e munieipasl pound
wes esteblished for strey animsls, it wes not infrequent
thet Hother hed to drive to the pound to rescue our COVW.
iven the chickens were smert in those deys. They pot
to know thet the blast whistle :at the mine mesnt danger
and they scurrijed under the house or into the coops

until the rocks end dirt stopped felling.
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"One day we execroised less intelligence than
the chickens, With Father we had welked over to the edge
of the pit when the rocks and dirt began to fly over
our heads, In terror I ran and hsd my skirt torn off
by s flying piece ofore. %Vhen we got back houe we
found that some of the rocke had gone thru the house
¢nd btern., Some of the beby chicks were prosirate on
thedir becke from thc shock. There: seemed to be e
tendzney for men living so close to denger to dbe
ex:relc.8 < these things.

"l c¢an reme:ber s powder man who opened a keg
of black exnloci e powder with a pickexe. Altho he
w8 Ludly buracc to every one's amszexment he recovered.

"Aamong the first things Uncle Cooley c¢icd when
he ene to Vashwauk to take charce of operstions there
was to order & home built slong -hc lines of © private
r-ilro-d car, which could be elevated on to flstcars
sni moved froa one mining location to snother. '‘he
windows h2d reculsr pullm:n shades sand 1 o6sn rezexber
that le:sther cheire faced each other in e tiny compsrtment,
oncle Cooley wes ori-insl but Bis brothers con:ziderzd
him freukish. Lsater when Hncle Cooley built & full
sc:le housc frox rlans end met risls he ordered thru
s _esrs roebuck Mail catelog his pullmen rcsidenoce

vec' e the employees first clublhous-,
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iverything Uncle Cooley did was different, He wes the
first men on the Yesabi Resnge to buy s Stenley Stesmer
sutomobile and he soquired s big Chesapeske dog ocelled
Jesf to go with it, He hed e contempt for cigereite
smokers. He hed a haebit of snatching cigsrettes out
of men's mouths and he would esll them pimp sticks.
Noone was ever sllowed to smoke in his home.

"?'Years leter when Uncle Cooley visited me
end =y husbend in New York he invited us to dine with
him st the old ¥eldorf, Along about the ssled course
ry hustend looked st Uncle Cooley end seld:

"*Do you mind if I smoke?'

"'No gentlemen would,' Uncle Cooley seid.

"Uncle Cooley hed s fierce pride in his nsme,
1 cen reme=ber when he used to stend my youngest brother
Cooley in front of him and sey very soleanly:

"*'Rexenter Cooley there are only two Cooley
Butlers in the whole wide world',

"Uncle Cooley wore s sheriff's deputy badgze
end csrried & gun during some of the I.,W,%. disorder
on the Mesati Renge. It has been sgid that Uncle Cooley
owned s dog snd s gun becsuse he was afreid, but I
th.nk that ell the Butler men had plenty of ocourage. I
zno% that Fether had s wicked looking knife which snepped
open end shut and once he let a disgruntled miner get s

glinpse of it when the men becsme threastening.
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"The Butler Brothers were extremely fond of their
employees, recognizing from the outset that the success
of Butler Brothers depended upon the men hired to help
them. The-e waes one favorite employee, s little Italien
man nauned Angelo. He used to osll Father lr. De Butt
end he drove one of our first trucks end wes gs proud
of it as tho he owned it. I csn remeuber we toqk a
picture of the truck end wented to get the meric worde
Butler Rrothers into the picture, tut ingelo wanted to
be in the picture too. The result of our cgunera effort
was thst ancelo wes the bigeest psri of the plecture,
con;letely obliters=ting the name of Butler Brothers,

"is repldly es ve grew u’, we spent our suum-rs
working for the compeny, the boys in the rines and nme
in the office &t Nashweuk,

"None ever hed g morc excitinr ckildhood then the

Butler children”.

Fnd Chepter XII.



