CH4APTEX TWO

Years lster when another generation of Butlers
had grown up, father end mother used to regsle oy
brotheres and sisters end myself with tsles of thec
esrly deys in the frontier town of Galecns. Chortly
after thcir msrrisge fother and mother soquired sn,old,
sbandoned hot«l and converted it into ¢ hostzlry that
iet with stsndards of thct dey and culled it the
Butler House, From the storiss fath:r told, there
muat have been g larg:s nunbzr of hegvy drinksrs among
the lumberjecks, timber cruisers, eneineers snd others
at that time who were bricking nex frontiers to the new
west, ¥ith th= rotcl, cafe and bar they must have done
a thrivines business., ‘‘hers wasn't too mooh eesh in
circulation dnring those early days end most of the
bucsiness done in the Butler hostelry was done on
credit with pastrons settling thzir accounts at the
end of eesch day or each week, or each month, &s the
circumstances distated. Keeping & ledger of sccounts
was zother's job,

One of father's best customners, he used to

rccall wes Ulysses C, Crent, who wes to become the
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eishteenth president of the United Staetes. 4is & boy,
Grent had worked on his fether's farm. Leter he wes
grocusted from the United States Militery Academy; he
had servec as sn officcr under Genersls Zschery Teylor
and Winfield Scott from 18405 to 1848 in the wer with
4exico. Grent resigned from the army in 1854 snd
becsme g farmer and resl estate desler in St,Louis
for the next six yesrs, Father first met Grant asbout
1860 when he clerked in his father's herdwere and
lesther goods store et Gaslena, Father used to say
thet Grent wes one of the hecviest drinkers in the
community. One ledger thet he kept for many years,
showed the progressive stages of Grant's drinking
hebits froa .londey thru Sundey. On Mondsys Grant would
confine himself to ebout seven or eight drinks, on
fuesduy 1t would incresse to ten or twelve, on 'ednesdcys
Thrusdsys usu:1lly fourtcen to sixteen drinks. 5eldom
did the ledger indicate Crent's consumption of whisk§y
on tgturdiy to be less then thirty drinks. Lvery
Saturdey nisht, the ledrccr showed, Crent wog&d put into
the ledger over his signature s written'iééé;:;bggating
"I'11 never drink no more”, Fether used to scy thst
he didn't 1ike Grant, becsuse he wss lgzy, self-opinionated,
dictetoriel end hsrd to msnsge. But he wes a good
customer.,

It seemed that everybody who was enybody ceme to
Galena becsuse it wes the principsl river route to the

vest and the Great Northwest.
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dinnesotea, which hed slready outgrown the
swaddling clothe® of s territory wss bidding for
statehood, beckoned to the fsst swelling immigrant
po-uletion to come further west, The spirstt of
adventure still haed hold of fother rnd mother. After
a few year: at Calens they picked up their belongings
end my oldest sister, Katherine, and took passage on
e ('{ssissippl side-vheeler hesded for St.Psul, The
young femily disemberked et Fine Bend &nd in a few fa’

weeks fsther ceught on es s school tescher, There,

£g el

my oldest brother, ¥elter, wes born:\“The country wss
wild, fether used to recsll snd some of the people

were just as wild, FHe teurht all of the sudbjects in

the elementsry school, had =tcut fortv pupils in one
room, renging in age u- to ei-hteen and twenty veasrs,
~nd he supported his ®ife and two children on e sslery
of *hirty five dollars per —onth, nine months of the
veer. During vecstion sesson he worked on the farms

snd in the field st harvest time, Mother sewed, knitted
end churned butter and also'qaa/pdgpt at the Qpinning
vheel and msde her own homespunrclothing for herself
end the femily. As @ young fermhend, fether witnessed
the birfh of the cradle @8 a harvest tool and 1t
becrme a forerunner of the modern reaper. By 1858

fethcr end mother snd their young family were at "

Hosemount,where father staked a forty scre cleim " .

end built s one room tarpeper shack in which to live.
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Jother shied eway from the community life because of

the heavy drinking and fighting in the village. Thﬂ‘y ni&&r £
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following summer they moved to Hezelwoed, Minnesota. -/
The next winter my sister,telle, was born.{ﬁif1i:§? /

Unrégst over the slove question wes already
csusing a serious cleavage between the North end the
south/along about 1858 and 1859 when f-ther esteblished
the Butler femily in the contracting business, His first
role was that of & sub=contresctor for the Chiocego
7ilwsukee esnd StPesul Reilway doing borow pit work on
the rapidly expsnding resilwogd development. %ithin a
few weeks favher found himself responsib’e for the pey
roll of sixteen men, . other set up a boarding house
and furnished the men room and bosrd. “hen the
general contrector fsiled fether found himself holding
the bag for the five hundred dollers he would have msde
on the job., Leter he settled the delinguent account
for two barrels of whiskey , the equivalent of asbout 53".
-:lxty gellons, worth on the merket ::-tythat time
sbout nine dollers e gellon, #hile the whiskey lested
there was a great deal or merriment around the shack
in which they lived.

4 yeer before the war between the states got
under way father and mother and the children took an
eighty acre tract of lend near Vaterford, .linnesote,
gbout five nuiles northeast of Northfield in Dekote

County, There thcy built & one room log house with
\.

('I‘ ' e'(;-,.rt v

ox team over six miles of rugged roasd from Rush Prairie

a shed rooflhauling the logs end other materisls by
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!innesota, It was in this lbg house that my four other
brothers snd ayself w;s born. John was born in 1861,
¥illism in léék, Pierce in 185% snd Cooley in 1868,
The youngest, I wec born in 1870, A eash ferm produce,
consisting largely of whest Oatsﬁggrley. had to be
hauled to the onl ct=sh market in the area?tﬁastings,
twcnty miles away cn the fississippi River., I reesll
in leter yesrs .other telling us that sister Xate was
s big strong eirl and helped in the ficlds doing the
work of a man. Belle Leing of a freil nature helped
take care of the calldren,neke thz clothing and ke=p
house, All of the children's educetion during those
early fronticr deys had to be obteined during the four
or five months e y:=ar thst the country school wes open .
supplcmented by instructiions froun their psrente cti
home, 48 they sdvanced in years, the clder children
Fcte, Belle, John and ?altefﬂp;;;t to Cerleten €ollege,
which at thet time reted little better then the high
schools of toduy.

rrejudices were as rife then sc they =are
todzye Religious prejudices st thrt time were far
more titter thien eny rscial prejudices known in
modern times, Therc wee a tine when voters in the

school district rol topether et a special election

end voted to uove the public school across the Cannon
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river so thst the EButler ohildren/would be unable
to get there¢. GCo for some years, public edugation w:-s
closed to sonc of the youngér Butler children except
during the wintermonths when it w:s ssT2 to welk
scross the river., T~ut, for some resson the public
school seldon was open during the cold months and
for the most part fathar instructe’ us in the scadexnic
subjeots st home, .‘othcr raised chickens end turkeys
which she took to iiorthfield to irade for sugsr, clothing
snd shoes usually twice & n01:1th, with a team snd wagon.
It wacs sbout 1860 that horses repleced oxen on tie
Butler farm. There werc only mud roads end no fences
end the five mile Journcy to MNorthfiecld was usually
one thst was planncd for severzl daye in advunce.
Ther: was an unwritten law among the faruers that,if
cattle wsndered onto = neishbors 1land it wes perfecily
proper to drive thew off, tut no dogs w:re 1o Le used
snd cows besring c:lves were not tc be run, Cne doy,
one of our neichtbors chose to wicrugsrd this luw of
the renge, Hie noae wes 'ill yen. TAther was
wvetehing frou e sheé one efternson wien he ssW Iyan
mount his horse neerly ¢ 2ile zway snd toke efter our
cettle, liyan rocel tke herd right up‘to our front
door. Fether sidled up slong:-ide Ryans horse tore the
m-n “rom the bsek o7 his stced end went to work on him,

Jother told it this wey;



"They fought with sll the fury thet wes in
them. Pat let loose with a vieious kick, missed his
victim end slsamed his shins up ageinst the hud of e
wagon wheel. I ¢sn still heer him howl with pain.
That ended the “ight.”

“hen .other snd sister Kate got to Fasther
blood was running out of his shoe tops. ¥When mother
esked him if he would ever lesrn to quit fichting
fether answered,

"How did I know he was going to move his
leg?” .,

Qurs was as I remember the only Cetholic
fenily in the earea. Our neighbors were for the uost
pert Cootoch-"anedisns, .lessechusetts Yankees,
Concregetionslis's, ‘ethodists =nd ¢ few épiscopslisnc,
And those of our femilies who had strong netionsl or
religious tencdenciesend feelings held on to thea.
Looking back =t those drys it seems that we were at
0dds most of ithe time with one nei hbor or another,
Participetion in community life ss it is understood
todny bteceuse of these circumetanees beczme impossible.
But the Tutler family had an intense loyalty to each
other. 70 apply an o0ld eliche' it wes one for all snd
ell for one.

There wes s time when brother Walter got into

¢ fict fisht with e ledd much larger snd hesvier than



himself. Fratently "elter wes getting the worst of
the brawl. +n@ Bi1]l Futler perceiving "elter's predicement
tore into the house =nd ceme out with s long hstpin. &
few jsbs in the risht pleces tnd the fight was ove:,
The cold war between the Butler family and
our Dekota County neighbors resched s new high one
winter when a segment of ene-ef our most bitter
protestant protegonists circulsted & petition to ber
the futler c¢hildren frou. the public school, This wes
after the abtortive sttenpt te sceomylish this sume end
by movins ‘hc schoolhocure hcd fsiled, After the petition
ha¢ receivel viée circulation snd contesired enough
signers to rccomplish the purpose the sochool board
ncmberes eslled on futher to sapprisc him of the action,
I csn reme.ber father giving them s tonpue leshing
they would long reaenber, loeking them in the wood
shed vad threcatening to keep them there until the
toard rescinded its sction egoinst us. .. ccmpromise
o” some sort .ust have bzen workeé¢ out followigg thet
incident beezuse in later yesrs some of the Butler
childrsn vere to tcech school there,
1t wge sbout ¥Ebgs 1886 shortly efter Cyrus
i'cCoruick invented the reeper which sutomatically
cut the grain end tied it into bundles for the

first time thet fether got the agency for selling
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these binders end hervester mschines in his area.
iiis territory included the Rosemount district where
we had lived some yesrs earlier end where father hed
built his first shack, Curious sbout the old
neighbopkood father went to look at his foruer home,
ot finding the house and after msking some dilicent
inquiry he lesrned that it hcd been stolen snd moved
off -the lend. Un s hunch he confronted and sccused
~n 0ld enemy ‘i1ke Velie and saié¢ to hin,
“youtre the scn-of-g-bitch thet stole my
shack, " Obviously he didn't sell Velie any waciinery,
¥ather's unrestroined propencity for keeping
the neighbors snd the neichberhood constently stirred
in strife became incressingly difficult thru the
yesrs for mother to besr., She was g mild gcntle and
considerate soul snd sfter esc" fresh frsess in which
foether became embroiled usually confined herscl: to
this s=d but mild edmonition, "No, FPat.not egain”.

The routine sround the Butler houschold was
some thing 1ike this based on the old d4i tty, early to
bed early to rise, makes a men healthy, wealthy «nd
wise.: up et ¢hree-thirty am in the summer , four am,
in the winter, out to tho bsrn to do the eliores, milk
the cows, feed the livestock clean thc bernse. Vhile
the children were looking efter thecse dutics fether
could be seen every morning of the week teking a turn
eround the ninety eore ferm thet we owned, He somehow
had the notion thet he was the master of 511 he surveyed

e hed our owmn milk, bdtchered our own hogs “ad
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chickens for fowl =nd eggs snd there wasn't too much
that we hed to buy, It seemed that other was on the
7o from esrly —orning mntill lete at night., Father
objected to either 'other or the children heving env
socisl interocusse lLeyond th: fer:ily circle. HRather
then oppose him llother greduslly buckled under =né I
don't reecsll 4n mr early y uth ever going visiting
to other people's homes or them coming to sce us,

I can remembz=r disobeying my ‘other but
once, It was my turn to dry the dishes one night,
I ducked out for =n hour. Then I returned the dishes
were done. .iother Just looked st me end s=id nothing.
48 punishrent for mr disobzcience fother refused to
allow mé to nelp her with the dishee for tvo weeks.
Tha® reslly hurt, In the ssme circumstunc -8 Father
#ould have cuffed me half a dozen times erd then s
couple hours leter h ve ~iven me + nickle,

Tsther hnd teught me the abet's y 2ltiplicstion
tebles end th: rudimente of lone ¢ivision tefore I
started to school wher I wes ebout eight, 'ell do I
remenber ay firet dsv in school. Prother Cooley who
wes two end & Liplf yeaers older then I, much bigeer end
strongerboth physicelly and in cherscter -gd arranged
in edvence thet I was to vhip e boy nened Freelané.
iIn the first plsce I éidn'twant %o ficht snd in the

sccond place I couldn't lick envbody hsd I wanted to.



11.

Tt wae much like the cese of the man who didn't wsnt
to fight end his opponent »ho wes glad of it. Young
Treeland took coursge from my fesrs, slapped me aroung
me sround e few times and the fight wes over, 1 was
pilloried with lesughtier at the school but the worst
wes to come. -hen father heard tho story of my cowardice
thst night he was furious. I didn't know t"en that
fsther hed foucht one of =y advers:ries older brothers
a few weeke easrlier end hed come out second best. The
knowledge that one of his sons had refused to svenge
his honor we & violetion of the code irherent in
bteinr ar Irishmen. Jt wee doutlw ecrimonicus lecsuse
p-+mer was convinced thet at leest orc of the Freclsnd
boys was e chick=n thicf, =-nf rtat wce worse had
gtolen co-e of our chickens, 7o paternzl btlame ever
gttsch:¢ 10 any of the Putler boye for fichting dbut
woe be to snv one of us who ¢uze home efter having been
licked. The fsct thst your aedverssry wes not en
Irichasn or a Catholie wes sufficient Justifiecetion
for & fight eny duy in fether's book,.
this

Looking for reascns into dme singuler twist
in fether's coaplex makeup I cen see now thet he wes
not e good forier, that his ncishbors alwsys had better
crops, tist it irritated hia end he rescnted 1tys men

cduc: ted snd skilled in thc ensincering crafts father

hod nefther little liking and little interest in ferming

which way SO nNeC2EB:IY.
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I have wondered if the environnent in which he was
raised in Irelend didn't also contritute to the warp
in his cherecter. oteeped in sh adolescent end bitter
hetred sgeinst the absentee British lendlords and
nobility beosuse of their oppression of his own
father his efforts to subordinete these early prejudices
were ill-ccncealed, There were a few fauilies of
Englishmen =nd north of Irelsnd fsuilies four or five
miles from where vwe lived sné 1 c¢en remcmber thot
whenever fether met them in town it mecnt ¢ ficht,

Cne close nei huor hsed beeu a Catholic tut jolned the
Protestant chureh et .crtrfield enéd thrvout his 1life
f-ther referred to this men ¢s e turncozt or e left
handed Irishman,

In our family sll trhe children from thc: oldest
to the youngest hed deily duties to Perform from the
time we were sble to walk.al iost. The Jobs Included
picking up the eggs, filling the¢ woodboxes, sweeping
the floors, dusting the furniture, washing snd ironing
the clothes esnéd helping with the dishes on the 1nside

lus countless Jjobs that had to be done around the
livestock end t'e farm. Fut there were so msny Futler
children thut we ordainerily foucht for thc Jobs to be
dones.

Our house like those of courr n2i~hbors vere

1ighted with osudles., Xevpl TO

H
-

the few rish in the
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community who could afford cosl oil lamps. 4nd when
we rzn out of tellow we ususlly put some lard in s
saucer, a twisted rag for a wick and thet was {t.
father's ungoverasble te.per wee out of coutrol a
~#ood shere of the time, anéd this Pleint by my .other
st111 rings in my esrs,

“”vat do you went these Lovs to leave home?"

Be more gentle with thenm Patz she used to
pleed,

The only trip I can ever remember on which
Fother took me with him msde me an eye=-witness to one
of the most daste®dly crimes in the history of .innesota.
It wes the eerly fsll of 1876 snd I was gbout six vesrs
cld. Early thst morning John Pennington who later
nerried my sister Belle oelled at our house, He
reported th=% s neighborss chilé had died the night
before and he wunted my father to help him dig a greve
in the Catholic cenetery at Northfield, Ve had quite
8 time getting sterted that morning. It seemed thet
all the f-tes were conspiring to prevent ny first trip
to the then tig city, I remember we hed trouble
c¢ztehine the drivine horse in the pesture, Then the
hzrn<ss brokc, Eut finally ve did est under WEYe

ke hed just pulled into town as I remember it

when ..r, Pennington czlled my father's attention to
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eight men vho werse sweeping ascross te prsirie on
horseback, W%e watched while they dismounted in front
of & ssloon, snd when they c-sme out we followed thenm
into the town., Tather and Xr. Pennington 1 recsll
seemed unusually apprehensive, W& hagd paused on the
brow of e hill sbove Northfield's bridge square where
the First National bank of Northfiecld vwes loested

when the shooting sterted. is I remember it three of
the despersdos hed gone into the benk leaving their
five corfederates outside to cover the escepe route,
A8 I romember it two of the bandits Stiles and Pitts
were cil11ed in the doorway of the bank, 4 man by the
nse of ianning owned the herdware store near the benk,
Thomes Colemsn Younger, better known o8 Cole Younger,
the coelead:r of the gang c-me out the side door of
the bank end he end “enning e:chsnged severel shots,
There was a young men, = young Cwedish iamigrant,
wolking up a flight of steirs when Cole Younger cslled
to hia to stop but the young immigrant couldn't
understand nglish, so Cole Younger shot him thru the

hafl‘.‘- )

(End R/1/s2)
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A Doctor %heeler who was a pretty good shot ren to

to the hardware store after he saw what was happening
got a gun end picked two of the gunmen off the street,
Doctor Kheeler also shot Cole Younger's brother Bob
so that he mas in no shape to follow the escaping
bendits out of town,

After the smoke of battle had 1ifted Father
end .Mr. Pennington decided it was safe enough to go
down to the soene of carnage. Menning lay dead at the
foot of the steirs, two of the besnk robbers were dead
end two others of their number lay wounded, I remember
Father meeting & one sraed flour miller by the name
of John Ames., I remnember Ames walxing up to twso of
the dead bank robbers lying in the street end kicking
them in the face,

"Can't you see they're desd,” Tather admonished
Ames, "Leave them elone,"

Father wes at his best in the excitement of
the holdup, the shootings end in the chese that
followed, Sheriff Barden wes st the scene s few
minutes later, After instructing ..r. Pennington to
look after his son Fether joined the Posse and stayed
with it for severel days., He used to tell sbout the
pursuit end cepture years later.

%hen the possemen got too close to the benk
robbers the posse would stop their horses snd there

were seversl exchonges of gunfire at long ranre.
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Finally the despersdos were surrounded and driven into
& swemp, The three ¥ounger brothers Cole, James and
Robert were ceptured snd the fourth was killed, Winti
Within a few weeks the trio wes arrsigned on murder
charges in the first degree in the Rice County District
Court snd pleas of guilty were entered., !‘innesote at
thet time hsd caspitel puhishment, After s short
hearing, however, the presiding Jjudge sentenced the
three men to life imprisonment, In 1889 the youngest
of the three Younger brothers died in prison. In
1901 twenty five years after the robbery the other

two brothers were paroled. COne of them committed

suicide the following year.



