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$HAPTFER THREE

The Thenksgiving, Christmas and Esster holidays
took great prepsration in the Butler household snd were
occesions of greot festivity for as far back as I can
renenber, The gdvent of these holidayﬁ alweys marked
e ceseation of hostilies within the household and
celled for s truce in the cold war between the Butler
family end the world outside. ‘'other and the girls
ususlly spent dsvs beking and cooking end dressing
the turkeys or geese and whatever else we hed., At
Christmesther: were knitted socks, mittens, sweaters
and other apperel for the children snd altho we knew
it represented & year's eccumnulstion of lLiother's
h: ndiwork we just knew these erticles ceme to -us by
Cante Clrus., But I wes s prown mten before T sow my
first decorsted "hristuass tree,

A8 Walter, John snd Fill grew old r they
begen to fcel e nsturel urge for more contact socislly
with our neirhbors end with scqueintences they hsad
made in fer awey Northfield six miles eway, Tether
fought this growing urge ss long es he could, Put
the boys were sixteen or seventeen yesrs old before
they dered defy Fether and teke a horse snd wegon

end later a buggy, sperk the girls in the neighborhood.
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at school the Butler boys end girls either hed to be at
the head of the class or in Yather's estimation they
were no good: Beosuse of the friction between Father
and the school boerd end the rest of the community
school days for the Butler children were short snd
irregular at best, but I suppose, looking back on it
now, that Fsther 's personsl instructions of his
children mede up in great pert their lack of uore
form:1 educetion,

Brother Pierce who leter was to serve his
countv, stete, end nstion with a certein distinction
w88 ulweys e brillient student, He hsd rsstercd
Aobertsons arithm:tic, the scade-.ic equivelent of
hich school masthem-tics by the time he wss ten,

I wus considered s delicete youngster, wes ¢ freguent
victim of cuinsy sore throet snd I playec on my ailment
for all it wes worth whenever I frelt it offered any
opportunity to stay out of school. I mifsht have

spared myself considereble difficulty in lster years
hed my pursuit of knowledge during my t ens been more
diligent, There wss a continusl discord emong the boys .
"rother Cooley, altho & bit awkwsrd in his youth, was
hexvy honded end used to push me esround s good dezl,
‘nce I was hesded far the barn to milk the cows,
corrying two empty milk pails with me, when Cooley hit
me in the head with = BlDWbSIIIEEgOCKEd we down, Ey

w.y of provins thst e Putler never forcets 1 woited my time.



Some months leter Cooley wes sitting on the top rail
of s fence, when I noticed thst the nsils supporting
the crosc pieces were rusted., 1 ran end got e piece
of wood, smoshed the fence, and wstched Cooley roll
into the creek,

There was seldom s d=y th t %slter, 2ill end
Cooley got to school that there wasn't a fight., TLetting
my memory wsnder I see %slter now living out his
adolescence in the vein hope thet m==a=%2 he could

e

best & boy named Hunter with whom he fourht on an
average of three times & week., ‘.elter never was
interested in licking his equals. 18 e toy or a
men his edversary elways hsd to be bigser or more
nowerful in one wey or snother for Walter to derive
eny sctisfaction out of whipping him. At Cerleton
Zollege where he spent one term Wslter becare
scqueinted with a man by the nsme of Henry .srtin,
owner of & lumber ysrd end contracting business, and
he tsu;ht Velter the rudiments of the plaestering trade.
Subsc ucnt events in the lives gend fortunes of Butler
Brothers would tend to prove thet Talter's chznce
scqgueintenceship with .ir, lertin probably was the mos!
iaportsnt contasct he or any of his brothers ever made.

It wse the spring of 1880, John S, FPillsbury
wa: povernor, Minnesotaas a stete was rounding out
twenty one yeers of adogescence and ‘‘innespolis and
St.Paul, the hudb end geteway to the great northwesﬁ
were expending rappdly.
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The construntion industry 4n St,.Pesul was celling for
men and with a journeymsn plesterer end bricklsyer's
ticket tucked swsy in his poacket, ¥elter set out to
Ct.Peul., 'fter & few months of driving teem, “alter
got e job with Boyd end Burrows Construction Compeny
laying brick. FHKis talents far his craft and his
abilities as a leader must have been recognized esrly.
His employers madé‘him forensn on the brickwork of the
then new erchant Bank Building, which 1s et the site
of the present First National Nenk of St.Psul at
Fourth eand Roberts Streets, st sebout the same time
that he became president of the bricklayer's union.,

In the mesntime brother Fill slso hed gone to St.raul
and tegsn lesrning the bricklayert's trace under ¥glter's
dircction. a4An inclipient dissstisfection 1ith wages,
hours, snd workins conditicns was penersted by TValter,
e strike wss voted a~ong the men snd ¥slter led the
crew off the job, It wz- sbout that time thet "‘slter
end 711l determined thst if possible, they would never
work for an e¢mployer again. The result of thst
detcrmination wes that in the winter of 188€ Walter
forﬁed a partnership with a man by the neme of Dominick
Fce}ey. “slter took charge of the construction crews
with Feeley as business menager, but the partnership

wss short 18%ved,
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Feeley's lack of manegerial ability soon Lecame
evident end the psrtnership went troke, The following
year, 1886, Waelter and Bill formed the first Butler
Brothers pertnership, sub-contracting for thc brick
work under the generel contractors Taylor snd Craeg,
who gave Butler Brothers their first bigs job at
liacaslester (ollege, St.sul. Late thst 8sme vear
rjerce wes gredvated from Cerleton College, Bill
got merried, snd ‘Cooley left the fara to join valter
snd B11ll in St.feul,.

The young oconstruction firs could hardly have
Leen oalled prosperous, bescuse sbout that time, I
romember .alter co-ing to the furm to et s two
hundred dcller lusn fro. brother John. i'ierce wnas
havine his finocneirl trountles too. e anf - ihep
operetec e milk 8trtlen nc.r leven Gorners, Si.fsul,
an. 1y rececllection is thet the veature vas rot too
successful, I know 4% wse only - few touths lster
thet pierce ot his first lew experience in the .inch
and :oshcy Lew firm in Ste’sul. It seems to nle norv
that everybody ..ust have been herd up, .one records
I sow many years leter indicated thet brother John
had to mortgzge one hundred head o e=ttle and twenty
head of horses in order tc get ¢ locn of tvo hundred

dollers et on interest rute of twelve percent & yeer.
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But fortune sniled broedly for the first time on
Tutler Brothers in 1887 when they got their first
contruct from the Ctreet Raeilwsy Company doing some
construction work on the “ast Seventh street and
selby avenue power houses,

Fack on the ferm et Taterford "other kept
house for John end I and we directed most of our efforts
to raising horses for Tutler Brother's operations in
{terfsul. T recaell that a good team of horses brought
four hundred collars cssh, a fabuloue sum for those
davys.

It wes in June 1888 when neither John nor I
could resist eny longer pressure from my older brothers
combined with e Bure, in my case et lesst, of the bright
lights of the Twin Cities, that John and I pulled out
lock stock and barrel, Ve left in chsrge of the farm
.y sister Telle end her new husbsnd Ir., Penningcton, and
they lived there for meny yesrs aftcrwsrd, ‘e weren't
in ~he bis city two hours until #4111 put us to work
with our teaus hzuldng brick from the Iinneapolis end
vtelouls hellway ter iinel to e new construction project
of the Jewish lynsgopue nesr i .ebashs street and College
rvenue., I hed less trouble in later yesrs finding my
wny‘uround Chicsro, ’ittsburg, Cleveland,and New York
then I did directing my teem on the streets of 3t.Paul

those first days,
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dy propensity for getting lost irked my ‘rothers. Ry
the end of the first week Walter's irritetion hsd
rceched the 1imit end he took swaey froam me ny Tine
job &8s = tesmster snd put me to work es s lsborer,

I vas crestfsllen, It it is true thet & man learns
the building constructicn tusiness fro- the ground

up then I lesrned it the herd way too. 4nd if the
ho#d cerrier 1s the basckbone of thet business then
there is & little bit of me in those buildings we
tuilt forty sané fifty and sixty years sgo. Eut the
tortures of ccrrying the hod, with one shoulder bloodier
then the other inspired me to whet I like to consider
is my first investion. 1 knew something about Lorses
end el lunch one dey with brother Bill 1 suggested

" Bill, 1sn't there some way we ern pull those bricks
up *th+e side of thc bulldings with e horse,"

P11l didn't think so, but in mr subscquent
spare¢ time I rigged up s pletform, block and tacile,
sulleys, ropes snd one night I tried my invention.

It worked. 4 few weeks later the genercl contrsctors

under whox we were working perfected s double bslanced
Bkip, horsedravwn, pulling brick up the side wslls of
builéings. The following yesr when Butler PRrothers

were wor<ing on the Yoyes Frothers end Cutler Building

in Ct, sul the Americen Foist =nd Derrick Comapny perfected

& steam derrick which considerably lessened our former labors.
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It wes about that same time that the first
discord in the otherwise troncuil pertnership of Butler
Brothers shook the orgunizstion. It hed been enly
under the incessant urging thst John hed consented to
Join Valter and E4l1l in the construction businecs,

It wes but = netursl conoclusion of John's that he was
an¢ e.usl psrtner in the butler Frothers hbusin-ss, 4An
sudit of the books msde just before Christmas in lszi P
showed that the partnership hed earned four thoussnd
dollars above expenses, & not inconsidersble su . sirty
Yeare apo. I cern still see the bitterness end
Gisappointnent in Jobin's fsce when, inquiring sbout

nils shere of the profit, '.elter snd ¥111 told him that
he wesn't in. ‘v own wsres at that time were three
dollars = week and john had to settle his sceounts

with thc brothere on the beses of twelve snd one h:lf
cents an hour for th- hours he hed workcd. Whet was
more aggravting sbout this fin=ncisl situstion was

thet ‘elter snd Bill elwsys drew all of the money they
needed, After thut session with al:er end 111,
brother John decide’ "the hell with the whole business",,
end he spent the next several weeks trying to talk me
into going beck with him to the farm. All parties to
t%- financiel :ontroversy sulked publicly and privetely
for several dsys, and eventuslly "sulter end Pill must

have agreec¢ thet John hed hed & bed cdesl,
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In the following spring they msde John e full pertner.
I "ontinued to lesrn the bricklaying trade, By the
time I w & trventy one 7T knew just about sll there
Knew Aboyt
wes "0 bricklayins end I hed acquired some experience
88 éﬁ% tinekeeper, csshier end ;% production msn
keepin~ track of*msterisls,
Then the strancest thing heppened., I hsd
Just hed my twenty first hLirthésy et the time. Thether
my time-keeping and bookkeepings efforts were found to
be funlty or not I don't know to this dey, but 'y
older broth:rs putl their hesds together snd decided I
should go back to school. I hadn't bteen inside of s
cle.sroom in seven yesrs, But it hsd been deter=mined
thet I was going to finish the eichth grade cocme what
mey so I siched in at the 0ld ‘edison school. To my
anczement I found some of the pupils even bigger send
clder than I wes, I remexzber e Gener=l Smith wes the
principsl, One dsy asfter school s couple of tventy
tro ~nd twenty three olq:égzgirs jumped me and there
wss ¢ free for sll, The story fot eround pretty fost
but even i1f it hatn't my blackened eyes snd some unususl
m-orkings on Lhe fages of mj adversaries told Cener:l
about
omnith <11 thot he neecded to knov/whet hnd hs ppered, Ty
some stringce twis! in ths= wtory Genersl imith got the
inrrecsion th-t T hed eterted the brewl. A Putler start
e ficht? [ reposterous. Generz1 Smith insisted th.t
I spologize to one of the cheps . & boy named Hokghton,

end when I refused Genersl Smith expelled me,
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The following winter I teckled business college where

I resffirmed my dislike for school end I cuit and

went beck to the brickleying trede, The conditions
etteched to living end working in St.Psul during

those first yesrs providcd a sharp contrsst to life

or the form back at 'aterford. This wes true for sll
of us, COur first house on CaBrell Avenue where ‘iother
end sister Kate kept house hed €11 the modern
conveniences known to any city dweller., The most
-remerkable of these at that time were gss li~hts and
centreslized heet, Rack et the ferm the only method

e ha d for heeting the house wes & pot bellé?stove

on the Uirst floor with connecting pipes to e heat ing
drum on the second fTloor. It sezmed to me the
furahouse wes elwovs celd, It seemed th-t we were
forever cuttine or splitting wood for the fire, it

the farm it seemed the prineipcl reason we raised geese
was Lo get the roose feothers to make the quilts to
keep werm. In bed you covered everythine but vour

nose end thire wss slways 8 chimney of frost from your
brest! when you woke up in the morning, And we slveys
slept in our underclothes, 4 farm breskfast generelly
consisted of fried sslt pork, home mede treed snd butter
end coffee with some times chicory substituted by the

Frocer for coffee.



The coffee we did have wes elweys purchesed green end
we rossted it ourselves in the oven., The infrequent
breeks in the monotony of ferm life genereslly ocourred when
some wendering Irishmen singled us out for a stopover.
Fether never knew whether to welcome these weyfarers
or not, and seldom did, until he found out fron what
pert of Ireclend they osme, Come of these men were
headed for the Irish settlements around St.Peul end
others were striking out for the "est, If they
were fro-. ‘ether's home county in Irelend, Father
would jump up ené &cvm, ~reb them Ly the henc znd
holler, "Br Goc¢ we're from th: seme county,™ or
"l'elcome, come o1 in."

To those fro- County ievo he would shout,
"God help us,” snft if they were fro: County Tippersry,
he'd sey to them, "You're s roering tip from Mena.”

Put we took them 11 4in, fed thew end somehow
or other mcd: ¢ plece for thew tc sleep. lovue times
cleeping mecnt cleep in our stsbles which were mede
cf ctrav. Their visite never fuliled tuo give rather
e nostolgis for him homelznd,

In politics, I think Futher wes s denoorat.
..other told _e yeasrs later that st thie vutbresk of the
Civil .ar, Tather had been o southeru sy:ipethizer, a
Copperhesd, and this fsct helpe to slicncte him from

hie neichbore,



Mother slso told us in leter yesrs thst when Dad was
drefted for service in the Union army, he welked from
Northfield to rort Snelling. Apperently he was exfused
from active militery duty becsuse of his femily. But
there were others in the eres who shered rather's leck
of symps thy with Union csuse, There were some who

shot off their own fingers snd towes and others who
hutt and crippled themselves 8o that they couldn't
merch, in order to escaspe war service, Father
supported Stephen A. Dougles in his presidentisl

cemps ign egeinst Lincoln, and msde speeches for Dougles
et :lorthfield,

Jdoney on the Putler f-rustead wes in short
supply as fer bsck es I cun remezber. %e used to
exchsnre butter, lard, eges, livestock end whest in
tre merkets w@ st Northfield for the supplies we
needed. There wss e time when brot-er "elter hed set
his heert on & psir of ice skotes which were mede of
cust iron end probably cost a couple dollers. Thet
mesnt et least fifteen or twenty pounde of butter
on the exchenge rate,

"You can have those skotes Just es socn as
w¢ save enourh butter to get them,” Father told Tslter.

But ‘elter discovered there were other wsys
of scounulating twenty pounds of butter., le filled
k¢ Jer nesrly to the top with lerd and then spread e

thin leyer of butter scross.



Next dey he set off to the genersl store opersted by
e man nemed Skinner at Northfield, Obviously ir,
Skinner had been subjected to similsr ah#&nlsens before,
'In any event he was equiped with a tool which would Pe
him how fsr down into the jer the butter went. Wwalter
Fot 8 lecture in honesty instesd of the¢ sketes,

sy biggest thrill on the feru steys with me,
The lest fall thet I wos there sinclehended I plented
snd plowed two huncred scres of oets and whest and
sixty acres of corn. The followin-s spring snd suamer
when the crops matured brothé%i%gid me the highest
com~liment thet 1 cen remember,

"You can plent snd plow stresight furrows, led,"
he told me,

That wes the test of masnhood.

Despite the Bcores of business differences
welter and I'had, thruout most of our adult yeers, I
cen flever forget the grest patience, kindliness and
devotion he showed me when I wes a boy. I c&n remember
him tesching me to ride horsebeck, how to bresk in
young colts, buying me presents, defending me against
olcer and tougher bovs, generally sefeguarding my
wclfiore, i'e wes s *ard :1an to rp:° slong with in later
vecrs, but he wsus =n idol to me in mv Vvovhood. The
business difficultie: th:rt ve were to heve stemmed in
psrt I think from the fect thet "slter never quite

rccornized thet I too, hud grown up.



It wes gonsidered good ferming prectice to
be sble to outsmert the merchents, We acoepted ass
truth that the elevator men alweys had their scsles
to cheat you on the weight end that the cheating
probebly am.unted to severel dbushels of grein for
esch load weighed., We s0ld our whest end oe ts in
saecks of ebout two and & hslf bushels eech end John
wes conti ually eompleining about the short weirht,
In those d-ys es now, it wes the custom to weighx the
driver both with the loed and Wi thout the loerd, The
dif€erence would be the smount of your sslesble cach
grain, It becsme slmost uncenny how dbrothcr John
could dictrect the elevetor men lon enourh to be off
the wspon when he should hsve been on it and to be
on it vhen he should hsve been off of it during the
weirhing process. John wei hed sbout e hundred and
eirhty pounds. I would hete to guess how meny times
John sold himself for whest in this menner, There
were no laws or regulations coverin- short weiphts in
those days.

Among the few friends Father did have in his
forning deys wes John Phillip Crowley who was superintendent
of the Dakota County schools system and ¥%illiam King

whon I wes to meet in leter yesrs,



Anstive of Irelsnd, Crowley seemed slweys to mansge
to resch our house towerd evening es he wee winding
up his school effeirs in the district. I ean remember
he drove s sorrel msre which memint 4idn't need to be
tied no matter how long Crowley remsined awey from the
rig. When he came to our house, psrticulerly in the
winter time, he alweys threw a buffslo robe over her
buck end the msre seemed s content as ' if she were
home in her stsble. Mr. Crowley's visits always m ent
e relexation of discipline at the dinner tsble, This
probsbly was because Father himself went so fer out
of bounds in his noisy ¢iscussions etout scsdenic
questions snc problens with 'r, Crowley. “e children
knew .r, Crowley never zesnt 1t bdbut everv few minutes
he 8 1look st the clock snd rema}k thet it wes time
to ro home, Along sbout nine pm, trere wss gener sl
ecreesent thet it wes probebly too lste for ‘'r, rovley
to fo home, It was my J-b to unhitch the mare, tske
off the¢ humess, curry her fur, give her oets and hey
encd then go to bed myself, DNut Fether end uir, Srowley
would wrangle long into the night.

Crowley's place wae on e line roed between
Dekote and Remsey Counties snd in the oourse of &
stste survey, the surveyors discoverad thet Crowley's
house wes on the Ramsey sid: of the rosd snd becsuse
of reguletions this faot would have made .r, CRowley to

he e continued in his lucrative Job es superintendent of schools.



Father who wes a treined surveyor entered the controversy
where sgels would heve feered to tread. Te out shouted
end out argued the officiel surveyors snd he so0

harassed and hasrangued them thet he tslked them into
putting e bexd in the rosd in front of ./ir. Crowley's
house 8o that,officislly st leest, the Crowley homnestead
continued to be in Dexota County.

Thet fether had s felling out with his old
friend P11l King was reflected in this incident in
my life in lster yesrs, It was at s time when I wes
building in the neme of Eutler Irothers the Jeffercon
Hichwey from St.Peul to Forthfield end thc¢ sectlon of
t ¢ rond on which I wes working wes c¢zlled Dodd Foad.

I wes wslxing downtowsn in liortafield onc dey telking
to 8 friend of mine when Fill King ceme elong end ny
friend stopped him.

"ir. King"he said, "I wont you to meet e friend
of mire, :mmett Dutler.”

411 King st thet time wes sbout eighty ye:rs
old, I put forwerd my ri ht hend to sh ke his in greeting
end ..r. i'ing just stood there looking at me with e domr
lock on his fece,

"whst Futler,"” Mr. King secked.

"fy nare is xmmett Rutlcfyl told him , ".1¥

fetrer wns Pat Tutler,”



"You son of e bitch,” he seid, "I wouldn't
shake hends with & son of Pat Tutler if he wes the last
man livinge,”

Then I heard this story of their diffioculty,
Zany Srears befare Father had fone from Weter ford to
St.Feul with s losd of grsin, safxd=nd s young tesm of
oxen, Derknees hcd overtsken Yather enroute and he
stopped at Fill Fing's house to heve e drink, get fed
end spend the night. Instead of unhitching the teem
of e¢xen and putting them down to & bed of strsw, Father
festened one of & lons rope to thc hslters on the heais
of the oxen, encC knotted the oter end of the rope to
the bedstead?:hich »rg. an¢ ..r. King were to sleep,
vomé time durins the night the oxen grew unessy and
must heve decided to go home on their own sceord. The
first thing .r. and 'rs. i{ling knew they were out of
thzir bcds end onto the floor ond whet was left of
thedir four postcr wes lest seen going out thru the
door in pieces egnd Gown th:o rosd,

“hen my friend re-inded .r. I'ine thet Emmett
Eutler isn't to bicxme for thet ‘r. Xing retorted;

"The breed it wrong, thst's £11,"

Until he got o0ld «nd wes forced to retire
from the ferm I don't believe Father 's hunger end ‘

love for the lond wes ever quite seticted,
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Sterting with sn eirhty scre tract he gracuslly esdded
to his holdings until st th= time of% his
retirement he owned e half a section of lend. A%t one
point Father scquir @ from John Sackett a tract known
es the Ceckett ei hty a few years after Sackett had
teken it as & school lend claim from the Lsnd Grant
Office, Altho it hed & pretty fair house on it st
the time, Father bought this eighty for five hundred
dollars plus e smell mortgepe egeinst i1t. [Isther
moved the house gcross the creek and joined thet snd
our own house tosether., 4 Eill Bowe, & Civil ¥ar
veteran who lster was to marry my sister Kete did the
carrenter work, In eccuiring his lend holdings it
was Iather's idez that ultimstely 8ll of his sons and
deughters would aett}e nesr him. Put as each of the
Futler brothers grew up, left the lsnd for work end
business in Gt.reul, Fetherm ssddened, TFather liked
to ¢linb to a8 certein high bluff nesrly in th: center
of the ferm and dreem thet one dsy he would he the

mester of ell he surveyed,
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I couldn't have been more then six or seven
years old but I reiember en epidemic of smallpox which
swept thru southern iinnesota, and I suppose infeoted
other parts of the country as well. Until then the
disease in our srea, st least,wes not too well known
or too easily reccognized., 'The only doctors in our
pert of the country were a Doctor Armington sné his
gon, .y father was the first memba of the family
8 ricken., Young Doctor Armington who knew something
of father's reputation as a drinker ocstegoricelly
disgnosed fether's illness ss what he eslled whiskey
blossom, Wwhen fsther got worse the senior Doctor
Araington was celled and immediately began treating
f ther for smsllpox, Down the line Toctor Arxzinston
wentvaceineting ench of the children sfeinst the
disez-e, The me’ical eficecy of entitoxin must hsve
been less than it 1B tod:y tecsuse only two of the sceven
children escaped.it But we hsd 2 Tine time while we were
sick. I recsll that it wss durinc thet illness thst
father and mother gave me my first religious
instruction. Fether bought s second hand orgen which
wss pumped by foot end sister Beclle took lessons from
a rirl nsmed Julie Oskens. I ¢an remember the whole
family used to crowd eround the instrument singing

hymns.



The Cennon River wes about s hslf & mile from our lend.
All the boys le:urned to swim with the exception of
myself, TFether's sole recrestionduring his ferming
d«ys 8s 1 remember them was swimming snd wslking.
And occasionally he got a chance to indulge in
wrestling. The school meetings snd town meetings he
ignored. Until his finsl illness there wssn't a son
smong us who could best Fether at a wrestling mstch,
His favorite hold was to place his two srms around
your waist and spply pressure; the hold wes brutsl,
If you were strong enough you might breek loose; 1if
you were'nt you either gave up or took a chence on his
crushing your ribs. In laster yeers Father end I took
in many of the wrestling bouts in the Twin Cities and
sew such femous topnothere of thst day as ¥rank Gotch
Tarmer Furns end & fellow by the name of Dwyer., There
was 8 Cornish style of wrestling in whieh the wrestlers
wore ¢ Joecket with tights., The Jjackets were loese fitting
carments snc¢ the ideax was to take up the slack in the
center of the parment, twist it in ycur hend aend
soachow or other use your feet to trip your opponent,
another fsvorite pestime in those days was horseshoe
pitching,

The principsl crop in wy esrly yesrs wes whest,
but thec rust plague swept the country even thet long aro
and for e nurber of yesrs we mixed wheat with oats and

orlled the results succotash,



And we reised corn efter we pot into the deiry business.
Under Father 's direction we developed one of the largest
dairy herds in southern iinnesots at thst time, and
shipped our milk to e Bt,Psul distributor by the name

of Péck and Johnson,

It wes nature's lsaw even then that the quslity
end qusntity of milk ybu got from your herd of cattle
wes dependent upon the quantity and quality of the
feed you geve the vsttle, It seemed thet every winter
Johnson end Peck domplsined by letter against the
lowering quslity of our milk. It was recognized in
good farm praectice that cornstocks of themselves were
poor milk producers and that high butter fat test milk
could only be produced by feeding the cattle corn snd
other snell greins as & supvlementsry diet,

e were keepins the csttle on good r=tions
but thc fret of the meatter wes we were edding good
spring weter to the milk csns. 'here was great hilerity
at the dinner teble one nirht ss John opened snd read
8 new complaint from Peck and Johnson. It ssid as T
remember it, "Flease John, do not feed the livestock
80 msny cornstocks.” Finally towards Spring Mr. Johnson
ceme to see us personslly end werned us sgainst the
thin milk., And after that we were pretty good for e
while,



&
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There was & time on the ferm when both Xate end Belle
were teaching school, esch esrning thirty five dollers
a month, On pay day their monev went into the Butler
Jeckpot. The seme pmsctice preveiled with the money
that the boys esrned, while they were living et hcme,
“hat cash there wes left from the s le of the crops
and the livestock slso went into the pool with brother

John in charge of the finances,

(ndChep,XII. R/2/5/1)



