CHAPTER FUUHR

It wes difficult for esch of the Butler
brothers, sccustomed es we sll were to feeding from
the horn of plenty st “aterford, to accuctom ourselves
to the high prices for groceries when we first ocame to
St.,Peul. Yhile John end I were still on the rarﬁ we
rcgularly supplied Tether end wWother end the clder boys
with fresh beef, pork, poultry,e-gs snd the rest of the
form producc, iuring the first yusr of brother Bill's
n-rriere we sent the newlyweds et one time e young
one hugdred cné {ifty pound rog, but I remenber we
ncglecte” to propey the expres- charres. T1ll wes 80
herd up thot he hed to wire ue for :oney 1o pey the
express, ..onth efter nonth during the firet couple
yeoers Cooley worked for Futler L'rothers, he tried with
persistant regularity to badger his way intio e
pertnership in the firm, Ee quit his bricklsying Job
in 1890 esnd went out to Sslt Leke City. UVithin s yecor
he hed seved s thous:nd dollers; he returned to St.Psul
end his money bourht him s qusrter interest with Velter,

411 end John in Butler Lrothers.



As sub-contractors, specializing in bdbrick work and
plestering, Butlér Brothers begen to reelly make a
nsme for themselves,after 1890, TVslter seoured the
sub-contrects for one of the Freemcn Company mills
and snother for thc Russell ‘illing Compeny both et
tuperior, “isconsin with end old fricné of "elters
neced ..ike Ryan s renersl cOntrecior. Abetchelor
vho 1ived with hic sist-r Rysn, tho encll of “tature,
h:¢ the reputetion of being the trsiniest cons 'ruction
arm in Stl.i'aul, Between Ryen ond Timothy Reardon,
snothe~ St.laul contractor, Butier Drothers hed ell
the work thet they could handle,from 1890 to 18024,
1t wes not unususl when the wark wss pressing for
slter, Bill, Cooley and myself to be lsying brick
gide Ly side et the some tlue, Durings those yesTs
"alter elso hsd th: responeibility for the business
me=nspement of the firm, firuring the contrects, meeting
the peyroll end keepin~ the orgenization going,
.alter end P11l ususelly éid the office wrk et nicht,
, journeyusn brickleyer's wogec et thot time was forty
cents &n hour. EPrectrer John who never mastered any of
the Luilding trecdec isnaged to koep protty busy lining

up newv WOTK.,



S

The first Butler Brothers' pertnership held in
equal sheres by %telter, Bill. John snd Cooley snd which

hed come into beins in 1884 lested just ten years,

Because un# ineressing smount of Tutler Grothars' sub
contracting work was cominc frow 'ilke Rysn, 1t was
decided in 1894,to teske Rysn into the compenv. Rypn
put in e little oesh, a considereble emount of building
equipment and e lot of food will into the mew concern.
It was decided to split the ownership flive ways with
Ryen, VWalter, Bill, John and Cooley es equal pertners.
Ealter held the presidency, Rysn the vice-presidency,
John wse seoretsry and Fill was tressurer, Cooley wacs
never one for & title. Decause I was still the kid
brother I hsd neither title por interest in the new
go=p:ny and the fiscel trensition dicn't reise my
snlery e doller o er the scventy five dollers e month
th2t I hed been retting.

I+ teesne obvious elnost from the first thet
Futler Trothere with sn outsider in the firm werce
doomed to Gilscord, ULut e ehingle tesrins the &logen
I'utler Ryen Comp~ny hung over every msjor constiruction
project 4n which “eltcr, Bill, JChn, Cooley or myself
worked on for the next four yeers. “he new firm, which
wee estebliched e8 e legsl entity, under s partnership
certificate suthorized by :°, E. Hanson, !‘innesota
secretary of state, under date of April 26, 1894 was

cepitelized st one hundred thoussnd dollars,



Ghap. 4, 4.

The terms of the pertnership were broad indeed,
It ssid:

"The neme of ssid corporstion shall be Bdtler
Fyan Compeny end the genersl nsture of the business
shsll be contracting for end doing public end privste
work of sll descriptions end furnishing meterisls
therefore whenever required snd ths scquiring, holding,
owning, improvising or disposing of resl estste in such
instances es may seem desir:ble,”

Thc egreeaent provided that the highest smount
07 indebtedness or lisbility to which the young
corporstion should at eny time be subject shell be
seventy five thousend dollars,

This 1s not intended to either sugecest or
infer that Futler Eroth ers es s construction firm were
not immenently successful long before the sivent of
Jaeger snd Kyen. Curin~ the late 1880's and esrly
1890's Butler Frothcrs hed executed whst even todsy
would seem like a fstulous smount of contrscts, The
l.loves Erothers and Cutler Building, six stories high,
and the ‘ackett, Getes and Tlurty buildins elso six
stories high each hed leen built st e cost of 80,000
dollers, Contracts for the power houses, sub power
houses end extensions of the then infent street railvwey

system had apgeregated spad &n excess of 300,000 dollars.



%e had built the Germsn Luthersn Church in St,Peunl for
gixty thoussnd dollers, four spartment buildings on
unxit Avenue for snother sixty thousend dollars, eicht
S5t.Psul public schools et en agsregete of two hundred
and fifty thousend dollars. The Freemsn ills st
Superior, "isconsin had run well over & hundred and
ninety thoussnd dollare snd the Tussell "411ing Compsny
development at Cuperior hed cost in excees of two
hundred thousend dollars. Apnd in our epare time we
built e considerstle number of homes end smsll stare
buildings in the Twin Cities an¢ the Twin lorts,

In its day the constructicn methods employed
on the smokestack of the power houaeigf-ége:ggggc.house
of the S5t.Paul City heilway Compeny on rast Seventh
sireet were unique, I sey thet it wes unususl beczuse
it wes the first time that s brick sn.okestack of this
hcirhth was constructed without the use of outside
sceffolding. Brick mesonry rejzuired in the construction
vas done from the inside of the smokesteck and moved
ny steging sct on a three inch pipe and es the work
resched townrd the sky the insilde scaffolding wes
jecked up elong thc pipe. The sceffold itcelf hed no
conteet with the wells whatsoever, and we usel e bloek
snd tsckle to hoist the scaffold to levels comforteble

for the brickleyers to work.



Brick snd morter yere btrought up on thc outside, "ith

e tese of twenily pour feet in diemeter snd an inside
flue of eicht feet in diemeter the flue tspered to six
feet in dismeter onme hundr. d end rifty feet above the
ground, IN devising construction of thet kind, we he 4
t: mind both the sefety end effeciency of the men doing
the worke At hei~hths ranging from seventy five feet and
hirher wind is slweys s hezard fector ené¢ with the men
workincs inside it obviated the normsl necessity of an
outside sceffold wzll for their protections 4t e point
fortv feet sbove the surfece of the ground where the
inside Tlue begun to nmarrow there war onl— room for
two bricklevere one of then trother Jooley and a
bricklsyer's h-lper to work, It wes s metter of record
thet that method of building ‘rick smokestescks praveilec
snd was generslly =cceptable efter 1890,

Lfter we completed the sinokestcck the Ctreet
Railwaey Compeny gfeve us new contracts one of them for
the underground constructiog end brickwork for the
¢ hle weys along e section of the Selby avenue Csble
Car Ccystem, A paert of the work entsiled the construotion
of three men holes to the city block by which the
crble cystem could be serviced when it went out of arder,
~nd in those early deys it seems to me now it was elways

out of ordcr,



The cable oers were equipped with a spring clutch which
grebbed on to or let go of the endless cable as the
ccble operstar directed, +“he @8able itself wes geared
to s speed of sbout eight miles end hour snd ell ceble
cers moved slong at the seme speed neturelly. Hand
brsk=s were used by the operators. Thet wos Butler
“yothers first attempt st publiec utilityr construction
gr, such, -

The records pertsining to opersiions of
}utler Drothors durins the two decafles after 1884
thet it was engeged in the building construction
businese have becoze somewhet obscured by time, Tut
ncerly every zejor projcet thet we undertook stends
out sharply now fifty end sixty years leter in my
memory. The more then forty of them thst I do remember
geve Futler Frotha s more then thirty million dollers
in gross business.

The following is st lesst e good pertiel list

of themn,

..nme Tyoe or locetion .ipproximete cost,
lloyes Tros. & Cutler 6 story bldr. 290,000
liackett, Getes & lurty 6 story blége. .90,000
“treet Rsilwey Comupeny HteoPuul 300,000

Sermen Lutherzn Church Ct.raul .60,000



¥our Apertment Buildings
Eicht schools

FerBus Fells Inssne Hospital
Freemen .iills

Freemsn Xills Elevator
Russell .“iller :1illing Co,
Russell ifiller Zlevotor
Foasrd of Trade Building
Provident Building
St.Louis Hotel Building

%4 sconsin Centrsl Ry.
“ysconsin Centrel Ry.
\4szonsin Central Ry.
torther n Pecific Ry. Co.
Cherokee Ins:ne Hospitsel
N, ¥e Ry. CoO.

:ii1lwsukee Hy. COo

Tedernl Courts Bldc.
snd rost Gffise

Grsnd Forks rost Cfrice
Iowa City <rost Office
“etionrl Candy Coupeny
Heckett, Gates, Hurty

Lindeke ‘srncr 1‘uilding

Fastterson Bldg.

St.Psul

5t.Faul

Superior, ''is.
Superior, "is.
Superior,

Superior, "is

& 60,000
250,000
90,000
150,000
60,000
150,000
50,000

6 Stories , Tuluthl25,000

5 Stories, Duluth
6ctories, Tuluth
Approach
Ore Docks

18 Bridges

80,000
60,000
40,000

160,000

300,000

@ Stories Gen, 0£.250,000

S Stories

300,000

Ore Docks250,000 250,000

‘unmit ive, Eridere 90,000

St.P?‘.Ul

{ Stprdes

Stories

Story

ddition=l
Ltories
Stories

6 Stories

4
1
4 Ztorics
A
6
6

150,000
250,000
50,000
2, 000
60,000
330,000
60,000



Soo Reilwey Freight
Houses

sinnesote Club

Hill Reference Library
Detroit River Tunnel

New York Centrsl ﬁailway

Endicott bldg,

North Dekota Cepitol
Store Building ,
.P. Ry. Co. Shops

Essex £fuilding

.rein Sheds Union Stetion

zerzog Iron Vorks

Breskwater Duluth Harbor

3 Stories

4 Stories

Boston 14 Story
Office & Bank sldg.

bisme rck, N.Dek.
Eismerck, MN.Dak.
Brainerd, llinn

3 Stories St,.Psul
St.Psul

St.Peul

Duluth

T

$150,000

150,000
500,000
7,5009000
4,000,000

1,250,000
250,000
60,000
300,000
100,000
60,000
40,000
300,000



-

NAne

Noyes Brous. & Cutler
Hackett,@Bates & Hurty
Street Hailway Co.

erman Lutneran Churgiw W - Cant

Four Apartment
Tight Schouls

Fergus Falls Insane Hospital',

Freemen liills

oy ¥ Tlevatoy
Russel-iiller Lilling Co

L " Tlevator
koarda of Trade Bldg.
Provident Lbldg.
St.ovuis Hutel Bidge.
Jisconsin Central Ry.

"
mn

heleRy.Cu. St.2aul
Cherokee Insane Hospital
Bedellyrs GO.
Liilwauzee ny. CO0.
Feaeral Courts 2ldg
& 2ugt Office St.rPaul
granga cuvrzs custuifice
Iowz City i3
lativaal Cendy Co.
Backett,sates,durty
ILindexe Jurner Bldg.
atterson Bldg.
Sou ny. Yreiznt douses
I.ianesota Club
Hili Zeferance Llubrary
Detroit diver Luanel
kew Yorx Central y.
Tnéicutt Bldg. Buston

Lurth wszouta Capitol
Store osuilding
i CL‘. ShLI}DS

. TR, s 2 2
“sscx pldg. St.oaul -

dve - 8adl i e
.

Train Sheus Uniog Station St.2aul
n

Herzug Iron Wurxs
Breaxwater buluth darbor
Eootn Culd sStoraze
Korfolk & Vesctern uye.
State Copitol bBldg.

Y iwire Co.

Licouls, bean & Gregg

6 story bldg. $90,000
6 B " 90,000
92 . Paskl 300,000
60,000
: Summit Avenue 60,000
St.Paul 250,000
90,000
Superiuvr, Wis. 150,000
" 40,000
" 150,000
E 50,000
6 Stories, Duluth, +#5=. 125,000
5 a i 60,000
g e B g 60,000
Approach 40,000
Ore Docks 180,000
18 Bridges 300,000
Gen. Off’d Stories 250,000
3 Stories 300,000
Ore Docxs 280,000
Summit Ave. bridge 90,000
8. Fav/
b Sturies 150,000
< = 250,000
1l Story 50,000
4 Sturies 42,000
Addn. 6 Stories 60,000
6 Stories 230,000
6 " 60,000&
160,000
3 i 150,000
4 3 500,000
7,500,000
4,000,000
14 Story Office & Benx
Bldgz. 1,250,000
Bism.rekx, HeD. 250,000
" 40,000
Brainerd, Lilinn. 300,000
3 Stories 100,000
60,000
40,000
300,000
13 Sturies 150,000
500,000
8t.2aul 3,500,000
Council Bluffs,Iluvwa 160,000
St.r’aul 125,000

33,022,000
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The two decades following 1884 represent I
believe the greatest era of puilding construction in
thehistory of the United States. In order to secure
these and other contracts Butler Brothers had to
compéée on an equel basis at one time or another
with every major contrsctor in the country. Meny of
them old,powerful, end well established. Our me jor
competition came from such construction gisnts &s
John Agnew, Pat Hennessey, Jemes Cox, and George
J. Grent. At its peek Butler Erothers employed in
excess of seven hundred end fiftymen representing every
one of the bduilding tredes including e bundred end
twenty five bricklsyers. At thet time ell publiec work
wes esdvertised end s certein smount of private
construction Wwas done ty invitetion only . It would
le only feir 0 attribtute & large degree of Futler
- roitors' success to a Germsn mechnnical renius by the
n- 2c of su-usi Tenzer, who he th: c:p-city to ectimate
#ithin e ninute frection of crrer the g.ount of
~nier iel1s en” th: cost of # - lubor which wonld he
re;iired to erect e buildine, Te hed e photographioc
1emory for tlue prints ané specific- tion .« T.ernzer ocould
wke 6 sceringly casusl inspection of & *plf=finished
builéing, quickly sc:n the blueprints ¢nd specificstions
eni t 11 you in e matter of minutes whether the building
crews wnere runnin~ eheed or behind, ove Or under his

prior cslculetions, Lenzer never left anything to chenoe.



Because of lenzer's genius it wes elwcys possible for
Putler Brothers to underbid e competitor by as much

es five to ten percent whenever Butler Brothers needed

a contract. As heesd of the firm, Velter hsd had &
buzzer system installec in the compeny's offices 80

thet he could summon at will his subordinetes, including
Lenzer, Everytime Walter buzzed for Lenzer, the
estimator would cone out of his office with fistis

flying end shouting,.

"y alter, hos niany tim"s do I hev:s to tell you
never to btu-z me.? It disturbs me, You intrude on my
¢=leuletions, If vou wsrt *to t«lk to ae, you come fto
v officz.”

while Putler Froth:=rs wo: e encarcd in the
soretruction of offi e Luildir~s, churches, s:hools,
street re¢ilusays, or- doeks zndé oth-r construct on, our
competitors in Ct.rsul were tuilding 'iew Vorxk Life
building, the Ryen liotel, the “ioneer Fres: builéing
the .!ls . hettsn buildinm, the Glove building, end out
o7 the profits buildins contractors w-xed rich.

It mcv hove been that Rutler Zrothers individuslly
and collectively, worked e little bit hsrder ancé were

a 1ittle bit more dilirent to business then our neighbors,

but this nerretive 1s not intended to suggest 4y . .

werc not epsce of the now faluloug €ay ninett
es ers in

which we lived,



Chap o”ppoll

foemnce flowered in the seme colnrful intensity then

e now. If my numbered days et thc Curtis Business

College in St,.Psul didn't give e anything else it

did provide me with my first queking introduection to

twe oppocite eex, It was there thet I beosme

¢nanoured of e youn:- lass nemed :nnie llanke, a fellow

stucent, and seversl other youn™ women, anod#them

J?ﬁie Jsriesu en” 8 clioriing Bolken Toulse Uegley,

a de-iire "is: whose Superior, “isconsin perents had

determined thut Touise was to curve cut for herself

s business career. +his noble parentsl predelictio-

for “isher ecucstion for the Bagrley 'is mischt not

% ve gone pary subseiucntly had not my own perents

¢nd my brothers insisted thut they were going to mceke

o business m:n out of me,somehow, at the ss.ie school.

Louic: wes the deughter cf John !‘srley who opersted s

wholes-le c:néy business at fuperior. ihls was gai%y

stch as I had not known st Veterford, GSeverel evenings
scek, in the gpring of 189011 uscé to borrow e spen

o> driving horses froa brother John, hitch thea tc e

buckbuerd end teke Loudse ené her girl frience on teurs

of Lt.isule sfter ay ouwrn school deys wer. so ebruptly

torainsted, I dicn't see Loulse ns frequently es I aieht

have wicheds Yut I e-n ro:e.ber ridins ahfreicht trein

th. followin; v<.r from 'ergus i'slls to luperior to see her,



Chap.4, FplZ .

Prothers Welter, Bill, John end Cooley hesd only
recently formed e pertnership with .‘ike Ryan under the
nsme of Butler Rysn ompeny, when on June twenty third,
1394 Louise snd I were married et Superior. It wes
my twenty fourth birthdey end I was esrning sixty five
dollers & month., I remember we were merriec on a
Seturdey sfternoon, end I was bsck on ths Job onday
morﬁing.

sslter, with an understendins of my added
responsibilities, promptly reise my sulary to

suventy five dollars & month.

ind, Ghpter “ours



