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CHAPTER FIVE

The presidentisl election of 1892 held more
than cesusal 1ntereét for me., It ves the first election
year, state or nstionel, in which I wes eligible to vote,
whet would have been referred to in the mid twentieth
century as a business recession but what the economists

of the early eighteen nineties chose to call a
commercisl crises hed been partially felt es eerly as
1801, It wes natural thet the Republicen administration
end the “resident, Eenjamin liarrison, who had succeedec
Grover Cleveland in 1889, should be blamed, In any
event Crover Clevelsnd returned to power in ilarch 1893.
The resl estste bubble hed slready burst in St.Paul.
Building construction ground to e near stendstill end a
money penic siezed the nation, Danks end business firas
across the naetion by the thoussnds feiled., 1Tt was a
state eleotion yesr in ./innesota. Clevelanc hsd bsrely
taken office when ‘innesota's Republicens csrved out
e spring plstfora intended to cure the netion's
econoaic 111ls. Their plstform for the fsll elections
deunended that the notion end the world esdopt the silver
standerd for currency, a tariff which would equelize

domestic &nd foreign wages, the suppression of trusts,
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end such other unheard of demsnde ss pensions for
vetersne, arbitration of labor disputes, the exclusion
of undesirsble sliens and the cessation of certain
extortions by vested interests, The Republicens also

a vocated e constitutional emendment to provide for a
six yeer term for the president snd the vice-president
of the United Stat:s and s provision which would bsr
their re-election. The state's Democrats were compelled
to stend pretty much on the seme pletform that Crover
Cleveland had been elected upon the autumn before.

They did, however, adopt such inocuous plenks a8
epprovel of the election of United States senators by
the people, setting up counsel for the investnent of
state funds end insisting upon ecozomy in stete sffeirs.
And they too, fsvored the srbitration of lshor disputes
and exp-nsion of provisions of the penzion lews and a
more just texetion of reilrosés lands snd aines.

Ry taking Jjobs wherever we could get them
vutler Frothers mansced to surviwe the money panic and
the socslled commercisl corises, both of which were
relstiv- 1y short lived, and were to go on to more
gigantic operations., Altho the session of the 7innesota
state legislature in 1893 conoerned itself lergely with
laws intended to remedy the i1l effects of money panic
end an sct which put ell menufacturing conocerns under
supervision of the state bureeu of lebor it elso oreated
e Board of Coumissioners to select a site for e proposed

new state capitol,
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Butler Brothers during that per iod were kept busy with
the milling company projects st Duluth end Superior;

a plant for the Archer Deniels Linseed 0il Compeny on
raymond Avenue in Ct,Psul; end the construction of the
Hisw: ths flets in St.Paul; end an smuseuent hell and
kitchen et the insene hospitel at Rochester, ‘innesotu,
The date October thirty 1890 when the new capitcl
commission sccepted the designs of Cass Gilber of
StrPaul over forty other entiriesfor the nevw !"innesots
Ltete Cspitol would haeve gone unnoticed except that
futler rothers on thst ssme dute wes ewarded the
three hundred thousasnd dollsr contract by the Wisconsin
Centrel Reilroed to resise its ore docks at Ashiand and
build eighteen bridges slong the right of wey. It was
et a time when ve hed the nine story generasl office of

the hHorthern Pecific Reilwsy in St,.Psul under construction.,
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The Ashlend Dook Projeect broug:t Butler Brothersinto
their first contect with that red magic, iron ore, end
it never occurred to us et the time that are was to
pluy such e vitel end importent part in our lives and
fortunes in thc future, 4An ellsrgezent of the

sisconsin Centrel's Bocks hed been nade necessary

to esccommodate the larger ore boats which were beginning
to ply the Great Lskes from the Lske Sup:rior ports to
the esstern szelters, 1he reilrosd menagement had left
it to our Judgment whether to tear down the old docks
end build new ones or weke additions to the facilities
which would meet their needs. This cslled for s weeting
of Butler 'rothers st wiioh Walier conceived the ides
of Jecking up the docx thirteen feet so that they

vould serve tne ore boats. It 1s possible to get some
conception of the magnitude of the project when it is
considered that the docks were Iif teen hundred feet
long, supported by three hundred and fif teen pockets
each of which hed to be eleveted as thie work progressed.
ihis was something new in ore dock building . It hed
been only recently thet the ore bost Gapscitly hac been
liacresced frum four and five thousand ton to seven

thoussnd ton cupsciiics,
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sshlend at that time end today serves the Gogebic renge
in ‘ichigen, snd st that time it wa:c the me jorore port
on Leke Superior., FErother John and I leunched the
project st the olose of the navigation season in the
l1zte fe11 of 1895, and under our contrect the work had
to be finished at the opening of the n=vigstion sesson
1=te in :ipril of 1896. I cen't remember & winter

thet the westher wes =8 bitter cold. Our crew of one
hundrcd asnd thirty six consisted largely of Icelsnders,
Sesndinsvicns, Irish end a few French, Never in all

of my ¢xperience have I encountered end worked with e
ecrew of men with the physicel stemine eand encursnce as
these, There was e fierce pride of sccomplishment

smony these men of varying nationslities, I remember
«-n Irishaan snd a Frenchman fou~ht to thc¢ point of
phvsieal exhaustion ss the result of an srgunent over
which of them could swing thirty two foot heavy timbers
into position with the grestest scecurscy, speed and
efficizncve Ve built the docks of fifty five foot
lentthy twelve by twelve timbers of the finést white
rine in -merica, Tt cost at thiat time eleven dollers
per thousand feet et the sawaill, John and I had barely
comnleted our work for the Visconsin Central Railmoed
vhen we joined Fil1l end Cooley in completing the “orthern

vacitie "ffice Building in St,Psul in the fall of 18%96.
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The following spring we got the contract to build the
state hospitel at Cherokee, Iowa, under s contract that
c+1led for three hundred thcusend dollers. That project
mecasured 2 mile snd e quarter eround the outside wells
of three stories inclucin- two wings and sn aedministrstion
buildinge. It wss during the fall of that year thst oy
oldest son liazen wes born, Wslter wse in St.Pgul working
twenty hours s day in esn effort to pget the contrect for
the new ..innesota State Cepitol Ruildinc,

It is noteworthy that no =erber cf th: Cepitol
vorission

was nstive to !'innesotes. Cranninz Lieoabury

nes €ihteen years old mhen he ecsne to St.~=ul froa
Southbridee, liassachuecetts, in 1860. Fe was secrstary
o' the commiseion from 1892 t01908 and st wverious tinmes
h:d been in the shoe and vholessle grocery businers,
tenry V. Lemberton, s lawyer, ceme tc “incns, !‘innesote
in 1856 from Csarlyle, Pennsyvlvenie. DReorge 4L, DuTolit
wes & native of Harrisville, New York end hed settled
at Csrver, ..innesota. Jemes McHench, & fermer, had
come from Gilboe, New Vork in 1856 and lived near
“leinview, 'innesots. John DeLaittre, a lumberuan snd
banker, wes a native of FEllsworth, leine end hed come to
.‘innecots 1n 1865, Cherles H, Graves, formerly of
Lprinsfield, ‘asschusetts, becume heed of an insursnce
sgency at Duluth, ©tbon Corlisc, also a lawyer, was
*uyston, Veraont end after fifteen veorse service on the

commission, he became custodisn of the new Zapitel in 1910.
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%o event in Butler Brothers' history oould be cousidered
as big as the day "alter told us thast he had the mejor
contfact for the state capitol, signed, seasled end
dclivered. Getting the st-.ie capitol contract brought
an end to the psrtnership between Butler Brothers and
'ike liyane It wses customary then, es now, for s
contractor on s project of such uagnitude to post a
nerforasneé bond. In the oesse of Tutler Erothours and
the . tate Capitol Coimission it wass necessery for
ut.ler Erothers to post every dollsr of its sssets

in order to secure the bond, Ryan, asprerently, with
lezs counfidence in the partnership them Walter, John,
Cocley and EL111l bglked at whet he considerdd to be sn
unjust rcguirement, %hen“(’ﬁﬁqasked £g£é£; how much
hz wented for hie stock in Butler EBrothers, Ryan said,

"I'11l Lesve it up to you, "alter,"
alter told him that Tutler Erothers would

pey him eight thousand dollars for his stock. . chegk
woa sade upt a8 few weeks bLefore the cornsrstone of

Le capitol building was leid in July £7 1898 and
froa tict duy forvard Sutler hrothers was s one hundred

percenl feuily corporation.
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I told him that wes just what 11 intended to do and he
esid that he thought thzt it was e good idees, and wanted
to know if I would like to have n pertner. He ssid he
had in mind an old friend Aam nsmed =dward Hyland, and
old bricklayer, e was surprised when I told him I
slready had & partner snd thest we had s thirty thousand
dollsr contrect in our pocksts,

The next dey Fill got wind of thie new cleavage
in the ranks of Futler Krothers end he dressed me down
properly.

"What the hell's the metter with you?" R11l seid.
*ire you nuts? You cun't leave Futler I'rothers,"

I explzined to Till the circuuzctunces of my
finsncisl prcdicenent, the naturec of the offer I, hed,
and of my detcruinstion to twke edventisge of it. 7o
think thst B Butler Brother pcrticularly one who had
elways onc who hed alveys Leen the kid brothc r eould
conceive of leeving hls elders for purely nonetary
rcasons scemed to infuriete Rill,

"Xeep your shirt?gnd you'll get more =noney,”
Ei1ll edmonished, end he wslked sway.

I don't know why Bill's words affected me so,
but to me thst was z2n order, snd in those drys you took

orders,
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¥Walter, Bill, Cooley send John et that time each owned
twenty five percent of Butler Frothers stock. There
wore a thousand shares of stoek. It wes in 1902 thet
easch of my four brothers pooled twenty fivé shares of
stock apiece snd made me & ten percent stockholder,
Thest pesture climaxed for me fourteen yesrs service in
futler Frothers and for the first time in af life, I
fz1t1 th=t 7 was meking prosress encd thot I wes ecoins to
pet comeviere, The future looksd brirht indecei. *ut
I herdly d=red dresm thot the doy would come when 1
would g=ir controll of the compsny, acssume 1ts esctive
menacze~ent sné direction end btecome ite presifent, 1t

wng ‘ust es well T dicén't know 1t.

nd Chapter Five,



