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Yhepter Six

Commission Cheirmsn Seebury had formerly broken
~round for the new ¢apitol building on :lay sixth 1876
in the presence of some of the state's hi~hest political
<nc¢ civic digniterizss, and surrounded by many of these
snme »ersons, Sesbury put the finishing touches to the
extcrior ty layings the lact strip of golé¢ lesf on the
Ls1l thet surnounts the esnitol dome more then six years
later, Governor Semuel R, Ven Cent was the first to
ocecuny the executive rooms of the new Cepitol, moving
in *he luet weex of ®ecenber end just ¢ few dsys before
the end of his term of office on Jenuery fourth 19005,
Jorn ., Johnson one cof .innesota's gubernetoriel
imrortsls was sworn in on th:t dasy amnidst greet
ceremoniece and the 1905 legislsture wes elso the first

tc occupy the commodious new senste snd house chsembers,
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Jonn .., Johnson cne of ‘innesota's gubernatorisl

rmmortals was sworn in on that day emidst grest

cercuonies snd the 1905 legisleture wes also the first

to cceupy the commodious new sénste and house ch-nbers,
The eepitol cost the stete four snd a helf million
¢ollurs, of which three million, & hundred e¢nd fift
thoussnd was spent on construction snd cne million

cns two hundred sndé {ifty thous-ncs do’lers on furnishings
»nd degcoraticns, . few zchths after the bulldine was
¢ompluted snd tumod over ' o e ctete one of .mericas
1eudic > erchitectursl journsls of ites day o.ld

*It 1s vrosuold that no oth-.v gfrvrturs,in TN

Jnited .%ntes ., of its size .nd stability cost gr 1little
MoOn: Te™
defores rutler “pothers et “nte ths espital

biijloisg picture the excevetion of the ¢1ts, upon

provontory whieh riscs tuc hundreé feet gbove the level

o +h: .‘iseissip,i :iver, commcnding ¢ spectaculsr view

of =oBl of SteFaul nd the beésrtiful =—elling countryside

round it, end thc subsdbusements of the tullcing bec bemn

done tv the Georre J. Cresnt Construction Company. Hed
~lter, D411, John, or Cooley teen gble to foresee many

of ire erchitectursl, engineering, fin=ncisl , trensportstion,
terisls sné letor protleric with which they were laster

to bc zonfronted I am sure now that ike iyen's prophetic

wirning thet the cepitol project was too big #nd too

doncerous to hsndle mirht hsve been sccepted,
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In order to get the contrzct we hed successfully
underbid every mncjor srble builder «né contrector in
the country, includings Norcross 'rothers and the

Ceorgis . ‘srble Compsny , both of itlente, Georgis, end
esch with at least @ half a century cf marble experience.
Rutler Brothers had bssedits low bid on e proposition
whereby a subcontrsctor hed egreed to lease us the

lend, quarry the marble, snd load it on flatcars at
Bellground in Pickens County, Georglis, sixty miles

north of Atlsnts, st twenty five cents per cubic foot.
The specificetions had celled for the stone to be cut

to size end finished et the site of the capitol so

g8 to employ Minnesota labor. Norcross Brothers

end the Georgis .lerble Coupsny hed submitted their bics
on the bese price of forty cents per cubic foot, The
specificetions of Cess Gilber, the erchitect, had

celled fér grayish white Ceorgie marble with the
foundation, brosd terrsces, outside bslustrsdes, end

the steps of grey granite from the quarries at St.Cloud,
¥Minnesota.

When the dey ceme for our merble sub=-contractor
in Georgis to begin meking his first shipments, we
discovered for the first time that the msn was financielly
irresponsible, that his clasims to the marble querrics
were questioneble, thaet he had nei ther orews nor
ecuipment for such e gigantic operation and in short
thet we would hsve to look el sewhere for our marble to

fulfill our contract.
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fore than theat the Quarry was six miles from the nesrest
reilroed, We immedistely contacted Norcross Brothers
end the Georgia Marble Company to see if they would
furnish us the merble, Both said thet they would be
glad to but the price would heve to be forty cents per
cubic foot, epprice which under our contract wes out

of the guestion.

John wes sent to Georgis to look over tle
situntion to see what might be done. Tt was then thsat
John'e resourcefulness and ingenuity mede PRutler
Frothers! history, Iie took s lease from the sub-contractor
for thelsnds on the basis of s two cents per cubic foot
rovelty and set sbout to find wsys end means of getting
the merble out himself, First there was fifteen to twenty
feet of soil overburden to be removed to get et the
stone, Next he built six miles of reilrosd oconnecting
the querry with the spur. He bought mules by the dozen
end hired negros by the scores to get the project under
way. Lebor was eight cents en hour for s ten hour dey,
skilled workmen and engineers esrned from a dollar twelve

to & dollar and s quarter a dey for a ten hour day.
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Most of the negro help were former sleves who had been
owned by the Norcross and the fabulous Teit family of
Georgia. Durirg his firset months in Pickens County,
John boerded with 2 women nemed Sally Dishhound snd
he built £ one room shack to sleep in, John used to
lsugh when he'd tell hos Mrs., Dishhound charged him
two dollers snd fifty centis a week for mesls but that
he paid Ler three dollars snd fifty cents or a dollar
extra for keeping the flies off him while he ete his
mweeals, Mrs, Dishhound, whom I pot to know later on,
was a8 poor cook but she could spit tobaceo Jjuice aoross
the dining room teble and hit the fireplace every time,
vhen the first shipment of msrble resched
the cepitol site, Cess Gilber hit the ceiling. Cilbert's
inclusion of Pickens' County merble in the specificetions
hzd been besed upon an esrlier observetion incorporating
the use of Pickens County marble rupplied by the Georgis
llarble Company for the then new St,Josephs Hospital in
New York, Whet Gilbert had seen wes white merble with
e feint bluish ceste, which Gilbert's artistry conceived
would blend fevorebly 4in the lend of the sky blue water,
This developuent mesnt & trip for Cilbert, brother Bill,
and our chief stone cutter, Joe Besuchesut, to New York
to look over the hospitel end see how the stone effects

hsd been accomplished,
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They found out thet the color effects that Gilbert
strove for could be attsined by a rubbing process.
But for e time it appesred thet Butler Erothers were
not going to get the stone sccepted ané¢ its inspectio n
pessed, VWe thourht at that time thet Gilbert's ettitude
was vicious, but s msn who made Putler Erothers' work
even more difficult wes s fellow nemed Cherlie Abbott,
e state of .eine Yankee and a mean fellow if I ever
met one, 1t seemed thet nothing Futler Brothers did
was rirht so far es he was concerncd, snd he once made
the statement that if he had anything tc do with it, he
was pgoing to bresk Butler Frothers,

Cooley was responsible for setting up a situstion
by which we were subsequently freed of the domination
of isbbott, The details of the situstion developed
unwittingly but looking back on it now I can see thst
it worked out s 1little tit like the budger game, A
girl friend of Cooley ghsed come down to St.Psul from
Nuluth to witness the lsaying of the eepitol cornerstone
by alexander Rsmsey, the first governor of the ‘innesota
Territary on July twenty seventh 1898, Charlie Abbott
took a fency to the girl, and somehow or other persuzded
her to go with him to a tavern on Tenth end iice streets.
Cooley traced the girl and Abbott to the back room of
the tavern snd in the fisht thst cnsued Cooley administered
an unmnerciful beating to Abbott snd scrotched snd merked

his face very badly.
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To concesrl froz fellow workers his faciel disfigurement
ibbott srranged to fell off e Selby Avenue csble car,
suffer some bruises, end scquire and injurty story that
would stand up. Cess Gilbert under whom Abbott worked
somehow got the truth of whet had really happened and

he confronted Cooley with the informetion. The next
dzy Abbott was fired.

There w=s the equivelent of nine phases of work
each covered in a separéte contract on the capitol building.
Luccessive sessions of the legislesture appropristed the
funéds. As each phase of the constructions wss undertsken
new bonds had tc be posted, equel to two percent of the
totel smocunt of the contract, The Nationsl Surety
lomuanvy wes our gusrasntor., The merble coming out of
the Georgle querries was cut to prescribed dimensions.
1t took approximately twenty six deye toc cut 2 ginrle
thiirty tso foot marble columnn weishing twenty tons end
it r quired e flst cer for esch colurn, end these were
delivered to us by the .inneepolis snd St,Louis Railrosd.,
In ttoce days the railroeds gsve shippers rste retfunds
per voluma a presctice which has long since been ordered
discontinued by the interstete commerce commission,

The brick which went i{nto the building ceme from the then
famous brick kilns at Chaske, iiinnesota, The granite
columns enployed on the exterior were quarried and shipped

from (rtonville, ‘innesote.
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There was & special contract eslling for four hundred
thousend dollers for construction of the capitol dome
elone, deteils of which I will di sclose later, A stone
s-tter, one of the most skilled of ell the building
trades wes psid forty five cents en hour for work on
the capitol, end a red headed Swedish immigrant naned
Nilson, a former sailor who wore s red goatee, was our
chief stonesetter, lilson's crew which included
himself, a holstine ensineer, & firemen, and three
lshorers, set seventy five percent of all the stone
used on the capitol project,

ilson had just 8 natursl faculty for getting
worX done. The son of a8 see capicin in the Swedish
‘erchent é-rine,”and havin~ stocod before the mest from
th ¢ time he was twelve years old, Nilson knew ‘just about
everything there was to know sbout rigging, pulleys, block
and tackle, and derricks. ILvery men on the job fron
Hutler Brothers on down respected Nilson's ebility end
never questioned his judgenents, ZEZxcept Cass Gilbert,
‘e were swinging s twenty ton marble column into pbeition
in the interior of the czpitol oeoncourse one afternoon
when Gilbert ceme on the scene and shouted at the
cerrick operator;

uStop'u
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Nilson saw whet wes happening, osme around
to were Cilbert wes standing and said to him;

"Vhat in hell sre yvou brsying ebout?”

Gilbert explsined that he thought one of
the ropes in the rigsging was sbout to bresk. Nilson
reminded him thst he hed sent ell of the stone alresdy
set in the building up those ssme rigegings snd thet
no rope hed broken yet, Irrated becsuse his suthority
ha¢ been chellenged Gilbert sousght out Lrother RBill
and told him to get lilson off the job, PBill said;

"ur. Gilbert, that man hss set nesrly all of
the stone in the bullding and before I cen leg him go
I'11 heve to ask you to get me a8 2004 ar a better man."

Bill told Nilson thet he would probebly be
eble to peteh up the situetion if Nilsonwould apologize
to Gilbert., Thet ssme day Fill took Nilson sround to
Gilbert's office to mske the apology, Gilbert opened
the conversstion,

"Jdr. Nilson," he seid, "you have been e ssilor
end when you were e sailor you took orders from your
ceptein, didn:t you?"

"Youré¢ s dsmn fool,"” Nilson redoined, "Seilors
don't teke orders from the captaf&. They teke orders
from the boetswein bos'n, Bill Butler is the captsin

ground here, I'm the bos'n, and yourre just nothing."
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The faci'ity with which the construction wrk
progressed was a tribute to the eslculeting genius of
John end P411, I think. One of the first steps we took
after the project got under way was to build a narrow
gruge railrosd thet ran eround the entire building, and
this facilitated the handling of the heavy stone end
merble columns thst went into the builcing. If I do say
so mvself, our handling of the materiasl end equipment
st the capitol project becsme the telk of the whole
consiruction world. Specifications were followed to the
letter, ivery shipment of cemént hed to be delivered
at the site four weeks before it was to be used, eand
it was subjected to every known test in the l-horatories
at the University of ‘innesota, The sane wes true of
the sand we used,

The whole project was frought with comedy, sathos,
and encless problens., It seemed thst the inspectors
were gonstantly reminding us of the specifications from
which we dsred not make the slightest devistion, Soxe
of the work expected of us was extremely difficult, but
it wes because the plsns end specifications mede it
difficult, In order to turn the merble columns on the
lothes we hed to drill e dowel hole in the oénters of
the column extremeties and these later were filled wigh
plester of peris. It never occurred to us then that
the plester filling would drew moisture from the sir
tut they dié and when the rirst cold weather set in the

fr-ezing moisture expanded, broke the butts of the columns
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ell over the place, ‘he outside surfesces of the merble

colukns hed to be smooth snd perfect in every respect,
It wes unavoidsble however, in the hendling of such
mus-give welights,that now snd then the surfeces of some
of the columns would get chipped., 'e euploved e
fellow who celled himself iichael angelo, a sione
corver who warked only st nisht., Angelo would slip
into the building under cover of darkness, pateh the
Gdausced surfaces, and by morning they would look just
es ¢00d es new, I don't think to this ¢ay thut the
inspectors knew the cdifference, But there is more
wsEwOrK in some of those battslion marble columns and
steirceses in the capitol then meets the eye,

Our morter mon on the project wes an old
timer nemed Megnus Magnusson, a veteran in Butler Brothers!
employ, who had e singuler shortcoming of disappearing
for a week or two every once in s while, He had becen on a
more protracted drinking spree than ususl and hed just
r- turned to the site when I met him one riorning, .fter
I inquired ebout his physicel concition to be bsck on
the Job, liecnusson told e thnt ke was feeling fine,
except thet his 1ittle toe “urt him,

"If thot's ell that's aeiling you,"” I suggested,

"Cut off the toe ané get bzck on the job,"
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I hardly suspected thet ilagnusson would take
me so literaslly, Fut e couple of hours laster one of my
vorkmen c: me running, Magnusson had token off his
shoe and sock, pleced his foot on s merble sledb, end
cut off his little toe with a hand sxe, and when 1
looked over to where he was, ..agnusscn was lacing up
the shoe and getting ready to go back to work. ‘e
celled & doctor, rushed Megnusson to the hospital end
he was laid up for more thsn a month,

During the neerly four years recuired to erect
the superstructure, we seldom had more then sixty men
enployed at one time, vsges for common lebor:rs renged
from twelvc end one hglf to seventeen =né one hslf cents
end hour for ter hours; stconecutter:s were geiting forty
five cents; and stonesetters, the hishest peid of mechanics,
sixty cents snd hour, ve ha@ brourht a few expert men
fron Georrie to help ue trein the ‘innesota laior we
we e reguired to employe Some of the Georgiens neerly
froge to de=zth thet first winter, After the construction
hs@ progressed to the interior of the building, when we
ne “ed plu-bers, plocsterers, hesting cnrineers, snd other
ecraits, we employed ss many s. two hundred craftsmen snd

laborers.



\VNEPeO, pyu&go;

An officisl publice tion of the stete of “innesota
written some yesrs sfter the capitol ses completed and
occupied, referred to e pertion of the construction in
these words;

"The capitol dome is of golid grey white
Georgis marble and is topped by e circular columned
lentern over which is e gold bsll. Encircling the base
of the vaulting is & broad bsnd from which e xternal ribs
extend r;gm the balustrsde surrounding the lentern, and
b- tween these ribs sre two rows of dormers. Double
eolumns on which stend huce eagles decorate the drua
end its well is penetrated by pedimentcd windows. The
architcct boldly broke sway frou the conventionalplscing
of the GCreck pediment beneath the dn~-e as in St.Peters’
Cathedrsl in Some snd St.Peul's Cathedrol in Londom, end
set 1t squerely upon the central part of the melin structure
wich s composed of horizcntsl end vertioel lines, the
v ole givins an excellent impression of solidity, grace
end ¢istinction.”

I believe thet a sidelight to the econstruction
of the dome is s fascinating story. 1t involves the
imapine ti on, methematiosl geniue, end wizardry of Fverett
Shghan, an itinerant young Irishman whe wes @& key Butler

Erothers' arplovee for many years,
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Shanhan was at thet time twenty two years old, His
fether had been a stone setter, Cess Gilbert's etheresl
design for the dome posed s number of problems new to
Butler Brothers' experience, Young Shshan built the
working pattern from which the dome wes ultimstely
constructed piece by piece, and there were hundreds

of them, in full size on the gymnasium Tloor of the
St.Feul Y.C... Then he made out a ticket with the

desirn snd the dimencions of eech plecc of stone on

it sand the ctone cutting crews worked frou thece,
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Young Shehan hed been in our employ only six months
when we began to teke notice of his accomplishments.
At the capitol project brother Bill noticed thst day
after day young Shehan led the crew in the emount of
cut stone he could turn out. And he was competing
with some of the finest stone cutters and stone sc tters
in the basiness, Shehen ¢id-'t drink or suoke and he
had no interests in women, Vhat psssion he hed was
wrapped up in horse rscing, and at least once 2 month
he came up with a new system for beeting the booklies,
Gemblin~ on the horsersces becsune such en obsession
with him thet he would stay up a'l night checking the
past performsnces of the entries of the next dey's
horse rsces, adjust his own methemstiocsl odds at
beating them, snd correcting the previous dey's feults.
in his celculstions., We had no objections to &n
employee's indulgence in the habit of gambligg, but
there were deys when Bill had to put a man elong side
of young Shehen to keep him aweke, Gambling on the
horses plsrued Shehan most cf his 1ife enc he worked
for Putler Brothers intermittently over e periofd of
thirty five yesrs. I recell en occ:smion when Shsghsan
went to slecp while I waes stending telking to him.
Some jsck rsbbits jumped out of a thicket near the

project on which we were engaged and that brought
Shehen to 1life,
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He jumped to his feet snd sterted to ren efter the
rebbgts, I told him he couldn't catch the rebbits
end thet he better go home and get some sleep.

Cess Gilbert hed calculeted the dimensions,
the height and the weight of the dome with great
gocurscy., The distsnce from the ground surfece to the
top of the dome was intended to be two hundred and
twenty feet, and the sddition of the copper ball on
top of the dome geve an overall height of two hundred
eud forty feet, six inches, aiﬁze;z;ka after the lest
stone .of the dome had been set in place, Gilbert
returndéd from New York and hed his engineers determine
for him how much if anv the dome hed settled, Engineers
with their tspe measures swarmed over the inside and
outsi de of the capitol and they spent hours msking their
methemsticsl celculsetions, After sl11 the calculstions
were edjusted the engineers computed thet the dome
had settled e shede less then five sixteenths of an
inch, which young Shehen hed predicted in edvance the
dome would settle, The next morning the St,.Paul
newspspe 8 carried& headlines which said;

"CAPITOL DOME SETTLES EXACTLY THE DISTANCE
C185 GILBERT SAID IT WOULD,"
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Work on the cepitol had progressed for more
the n a year before all of the law suits oconnected with
the scquisition of the site were settled, Two who gave
the state the most trouble were John Larkin end Pstrick
Reagan, who resisted tﬁe condemnation proceed ings against
their property to the limit, By the time Larkin end his
femily were removed from their home by the force of
law, the excavators had carved s ceep crater around
Larkin#s house, lesving it perched forty feet atove
the ground. Reagan was evicted s short time later,
Subseguently Reeren went to work for us as = night
wotechmen, Al Childs, who later Jjoined the St,Paul
police force, hsd worked for Butler Erothers :eversl
months before we lesrned thet he hsd once held up a
bank in Iﬁdiana. John O'Connor was chief of police,
I was eitting in Charlie Bogg's saloon,Seventh and
Jeckson streets, "t.Psul one night tsking in the fun.
Wwhile I watched I saw Childs revert to his pickpocketting
hebits end 1ift nine dollars outof s young Cwedish
worknen's pocket, Chief O*'Connor tslked me out of
prosecuting Childs, O'Connor had a peculisr philosophy
recerding the haniling of the oriminal element, He
once told me:

"Never put a msn in jeil to reform him, Ilake

him work.,"”
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Of sll those who had en interest in the
construction of the capitol, none was more keen than
my fether, He knew most of the workmen by their first
nsmes, He used to mske the rounds of the crews et least
once a week, encoursging the men, speeding them up, and
they loved hinm, He used to delirht in getting together,
ususlly efter dinner, with his five sons, to listen to
them plen work for the next dey, the next week, or the
next month,

It was s matter of officisl state pride for
meny years after the capitoc] wes completed end probebly
still is that not one dollsr in graft was paid to enyone,

I know, becsuse Butler Brothers hendled most of the money.

Ind Chapter Six,



