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CHAPTER ONE

A century in the life of a man or his femily
cen seem a long time. /ind yet, measured against the .
life spen of his country or the history of the world,

a hundred years is but a grain of ssnd on the
scashore of time,

Arbitrarily, this chronicle begins with the
ve.r 1845, 1Irelend, its economy mired in the expending
British imperislism, was st tie peak of the greatest
populetion growth in its history. The census for thet
yesr showed 8,295,000 Irishmen, representing an increasse
of 1,582,000 for the previous quarter century. Fecsause
of the celamity about to be relsted =nd internel and
externsl forces brought into play at leter dates,
Irelend crewled out of its mid-nineteenth century aisery
wlth twenty five percent less people, starting a downward
trend that out its populetion in half in the past
one hundred yesrs,

In the etemal ennsls of Hibernda, a ms jor
chapter slways will belong to the year 1845- because it

will bte remembered ss the start of the great Irish fsmine.
%



The Foor Relief Act, altho it had been enacted in
1838 over the most vicious resistance the land
owners and conservatives of that dey could muster,
had but recently been put in foree thruout the
country.

Public works projects, not unlike those
which were inaugurated in the United Stutes of
Amer ica in the great depression of 1933, sprung
up thruout Erin and for lack of a better name,
probably, the headquarters of the projeots were
called “orkhouses, %ithout the impending dread of
the Fotato Famine, Ireland hed sunk to a low economic
level. An official report written at the time end
suthorized by the commissioners pf the Irish Poor
Inquiry said:

"Total number of persons for whom Workhouse
accomnodations will be required :-re5,014,000, et an
annusl expense of 19, 550,000 pounds sterling. It is
further estimated 6,260 workhouses will be reguired,
at a cost of 43,876,000 pounds sterling.”

The unpopulsr Sir George:licholls, who had been
one of the “nglish Poor Law conmissibners, was dispatched
to Dublin to become one of the administrators of The

Irish Poor Relief act, Arriving in Dublin, Sir George
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hed immedistely perceived that e mein difficulty would
be to induce the lsndlord class to esccept and cooperste
in the administration and enforcement of the new measure,
Teking counsel with a lr, Herkness, one of Sir George's
8hief subordinates, lir, Harkness sdvised that
cooperation of itself was sbout the eassiest condition
to obtain,

"But, howi" Sir George persisted, "

"Ram it down their god-damn throats," Mr,
Harkness answered blsndly.

As might be supposed, the poliecy did not tend
much to popularize The Foor Relief ict in principle
or Sir George and ir, Harkness in particular emong
the lended gentry of the country. Another instance
oe y serve to illustrate the peculisr disposition of
at leest one member of Irish officisldom ss it wes
demonstreted by .ir, Harkness, It subseguently became
one of this officisls duties to attend s meeting of
the landed cless in 8 town in western Trelsnd, Altho
he w?s received with s studicd comdiality, /r. Harkness}
blas¢ es ever, quietly took his seat at ¢ tsble and
started resding a newspsper,

The discussions got under way., Mr. Harkness
cont inued resding., At one point in the deliberations

8 legal question wes raised and the presiding officer
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sought from .ir. Harkness a legal opinion concerning

a point of debate, Keaching ascross the table, ir,
Harkness picked up the Poor Lsw Coupendium, tossed it
over to the officiel, swowling, snd retorted;

"You will find sll the informetion you
requirc within the covers of this book.”

"Come, Come, now idr. Uppity", rcjoined the
official, "it is your duty to inform end edvise us,
and you areé daemned well paid for it-.

This nettled iir. Hsrkness no end,

"Damned well peid for it, did you say?"

"I assure you gentlemen, if there be more than
one present , 1f I was not demned well psid for it, you
would not have the pleasure of my compeny today".

The first effects of the Grest Famine hsad
hardly been felt in rursl Irelsnd, when e}sewhere in the
country an economic end political crises was developing
for what came to be known es the Reilway Menias, probasbly
the oricinel stock selling froud of modern times,
“ingle and double track rishts of way were projected
out of Dublin in every conceivable direction snd under
the influence of lswyers, engcineers, and contractors,
sheres were oversubscribed in the mad rush toget aboard
the reilway stockmarket essy street. Nearly every

person with e schilling or more with which to speculste



wes clipped. When the bubble burst, shuge fabriec of
fraud end deceit, resulting in heavy losses to those
who could afford to lose leasst, was discovered to
have fed on the credulity of the publiec, large sums
were discovered to have been invested end spent for
worthless and imprscticsl projects,end, while most of
the‘promotors of the achemes escaped en masse to the
continent the hundreds of thousands of investors,
broken in spirit and pocket, were left behind to chew
the bitter cud of their folly. The injurious effect
on the victims wes felt for many years.

Jore then one third of Ireland®s population
at thet time wss elmost wholly dependent upon potstos
for their deily subeistance., This importsnt minority
consisted of three economic clesses, varying only in
the degree of their wretchedness, as follows:

(1)Cebin dwellers with farms, snd the word
"form" is applied sdvisedly, which aversged one to
five acres.

(2)Tenants, cslled cottiers, who worked for
shares for the farmers snd who seldom gained plots
lercer then an ecre.

(3)Below the hardship scale of these two
clesses were the laborers who sometimes hired small
pstches of ground and depended in part for odd jobs
he might get thru the year.
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Of the 690,000 socalled farms in Irelend in
1845, the number whose holdings encompassed less then
five acres was 310,000, BEesides potetos as the mein
orop, a few farmers in cless (1) were able to grow
barley or oats, keep a ocow snd ahog or two, as well as
s few fowl., Hesvy rents many had to psy combined with
the uncertainty of crop ylelds to msintain a continuous
mortgage on the future 0?752031136 ferms, ané at the
subservience of the csystcu,

About that time,too0, & nestionsl movement for
the liberation from the asncient yoke of :n-lend was
reactiveted, Eanced together was & group of erdent
young men, including tradesmen, ocollege and university
students, some highly gifted in the arts of revolt end
robble rousing, and they became s new and potent force
in the life of Irelznd. They now arec well remembered in
history es the Young Ireland Party. The masthesd of The
Notion, & party periodicel, proclaimed this motto: To
cregte and foster public opinion in Irelsnd,snd make it
racy of tre soil,”

One chronioler of the dsy charscterized Thc
Netion in these words: "Judced by its Pslmiest daysiit
may be doubted whether The Nztion has ever been surpassed
by eny journel in its class in Irelend, in regard to

purity of tone, force, freshness and vigor of its leasding
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editoriasls or in the rere excellence of its balled
poetry.

Among The Nation's many contributors were

B

students of Trinity College, Dublin, inocluding H‘?‘r’@-zﬁc"ﬂ‘“ﬁ
Patrick Butler, son of a County Viicklow tensnt farmer,
who of ten had heard this belled to St,. Patrick
echoing eoross the Irish ioor:
"There is not a mite in Irelend®s Isle
“here the dirty verain muster,
'Cause whereere he put his dear forefoot
He murdered them by the cluster.
Now, the Wicklow hills are very high,
And so are the hills of Hoath,
But there is ¢ hill, much higher still;
i;;: higher then them both,
T'was up on the top of this high hill
Thet St. Petrick presched thessarmint;
That cdrove the frogs iato thc bogs,
And killed off sll the varaint,
But, the voesl tslents of young Petrick Rutler
end his college contcmporeries in the Young Irelsnd Party
were not wholly rcstricted to singing basllads. “hen
the first evidence of the grcat femine was perceived
in the autumn of 1845, the young party members took to
the hinterlsnds, investigated the csuses snd effects

of the celemity with unususl diligence and brought



their findings and reports to the proper authorities
with demsnds for government action in the corises,
Patrick EButler was as voluble a8 the others., Among
the first places he had visited was the farm of his
elderly perents,whom he determined to be as badly off
as the thousends of other tenant fermers in the Dublin
ares, The finsncisl burden for his aging perents
support fell almost at once on the shoulders of yougg
Fatrick, end he did his best to insure thst their want
was not too severe,

Rainy westher ,wesk seedlings, and/ﬁgrlier than
usus 1l frost were ascertesined to be the obvious causes
for what happened to the potato crop, yct the celsmitouz
visitation essumed a completely differcnt form from
snything the Irish hed previously Xknown.

Firct symptoms of th. soourge were detected in
the shepe of smsll brown spots on the plent leaf, The
spots increased incrcescd in size snd number, within
a week, the folisge withered end the normally rich
verdure of the Emerald Isle wes reduced to a blsckened
suudge devestating the whole countryside., Lvery remedy
which science or experience could suggestwas tried in
vain to helt the blight, Altho the full impact of the
czlemity wes not felt until the following yesr, its
renge in 1845 was fer more devasting and emounted, ing

fact to an almost complete destruction of the orop.



But the end wes not yet in sight,

Father Zatthew, founder of a temperance movement
which then bore his name, wrote on August third,1846:

"4 week ago 1 pessed from Cork to Dublin snd the potsto
crop sppeared to bloom in sll the luxurience of e
bezutiful hsrvest, Returning todsy, I beheld with
sorrow one wide waste of putrifying vegetestion, In
msny places the wretched people were scated on the
fences of their deesyine eardens, wringing their hsnds ,
end veiling bitterly the destruction thset had left them
foodless snéd destitute.”

Anong the additional rcpors$s which sickened
young ie=trick Butlerend his college snd perty acyuesintences
was this one, made after an invectigastion to the then
Duke of %ellington, which s=id, in part:

"One villsge visited seemed to be ceserted, so
come of the hovels were entered. In the first of the-e
six fumished »nd ghsstly skeletons, to ell appearances
dead, were huddled in a cocrner of some filthy straw.
Their only covering was s regeed horseblsuket,
spproached in horror, s low moening ga-e signs of life .
They viere in fever, four children, & women and whet had
bcen once s man, In e few minutes more then two hundred
such phsntoms were oiscovered, Cuch frichtful spectres

no words ccen describe, Their demonisc yells rent the
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skies as they cried out in scony esgeinst their hunger,

and the imeges bLecome fixed upon the bystsnderlds bdbrein
forever, A mother wes seen to drasg out the corpse of

her child, about twelve, completely nasked and she left

it partly oovered by a few stones. In snother hovel,

e doctor found seven wretches, unsble to move, under a
single cloek; One had been deead meny deys, but the

others were too wesk to move eithea ocorpse or themnlvos.2

In the midst of this soul destroying deprivation ,
Fatrick Butler was gradusted from Trinity College.

He hed & Civil Eingineering degree in his pocket, which
were otherwise eupty; everywnhere the delirious seresms
of the sterving snd the stench of the deceying bodies
of the wretched engulfed him,

At twenty three, oung Futriok was o fuirly
robust men. Ile had a strong ncmeuline fuce, deepset
blue eyes, s tawny shock of heir, and altho he exuded
confidence he gave the impression of a person who
constently suffered from some strong acitation. He
kept himself generslly well groomed snd trizly olesd and
there waes something of refinement in his bearing.

The well of sympathy he felt for his stricken countrymen
ran deep, but he was not the type of men to wallow
in the affliction, after long meditation emidst the

squalor of his surroundings he begsn to chert the



course of his future, If there is a limit to human
endurence, young Patrick and e more than a million
other young Irishmen were either approaching or had
surpassed it. It was the first time in a hundred
yvears that s Butler had left Ireland., It was the
first of two times that Fatrick Butler was to leave
the " gulde 80d" -« and, be glsd of it,

‘ Patrick Butler crossed ihe Irish Sea in the
steerage of an inter-island schooner which docked at
Liverpool lete in Kovember 1E4€, Eritish merchcntmen
vere doing a thriving tusiness bringing into the
country victims of the Irish Fanine snd returning to
Irclsnd, t eir holds leden with vhet foodstuffs Inglend
could spare from her own meager hoards., Ltat Butler

got employrent as a government surveyor, but reports
from his perents, who had chosen to zuffer it out back
in County Wicklow disturbed snd dismayed him. and

so after a few months in Englsnd Fetrick returned home,
Continuing to work in the government survey, He was
sble to supplement his esrnings by engsging in
professionsl wrestling metches in Dublin, et county

fairs and et other plsces of amuscment = o adep$

at collar end ¢lbow, sand finger hold wrestling, which

was the mode of thrt dcy, he wac sbie to hold his oxn

with thc best compe:itots of his weight, sbout 165



pounds,

Ey 1852 Petrick hed witnessc¢d the grustost
exodus of 5 people from their hoxmeland in all history,
Ey thot year, when conditions resulting from the fsmine
wére prosumed to heve returnsd teo sone sembleuce of
normalecy, the populetion had declined froz e high af
6,295,000 to 6,198,000 , Famine and &diecsse hed taken
a dreadful death d-elinz toll, and the ecounocaio iapect
vhich resulted hed storted cne of the most stupendous
migretéons of modern times, . report written by the
Golonisl Lanz;gmmlgr‘tion "epartmont Commissioners
exid thet for the eix preceding yesrs 1,174,311
Irishmen emggratsd to the United Ltotes end venodo,
*nd of these %I6,00C put into the poris of lew York
end Foston, In th veapsl®L? to 1857 tle nunber exoeeded
900,000 to the United “tatec slcze,

Cne o thegc was FPatrick Sutlcer. It wes his
p=r..oncnt far well to his native land, or: than a
mi lioa aons of 'rin hnd broken the fronticr ehead of
him, 80 thst his arriva) st foston fortynine deys out
of Tiverpool herdly csusecéd g ripple,

If Fatrick Tutler's arrivel wse uneventful
in the sutumn of 1852, et least it wes couzmemorstive
of one of the most drsmatic =nd romantic eres in the

hietory o" the imericen .‘erchant !erine.
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Patrick was one of the hundreds of thousends who

made the trens-atlsntic crossing by Clipper ship,
concerning which meny e ssge of the sees has been
written,

It wes in the heydey of Donsld iicKey,
another Irishmen, builder of the femous clipper shi»
Flying Cloud one of the hundreds of .merican keeled
vessels which dominsted world see coummerce during the
niidle of th: nineteenth century, They had brought
to asmerica cmigrents by the hundreds of thous:=nds,
bore tens of thou snds more to Lhe Celifornie &nd
sustrelien g0l rurshes, 'They served the illicit
opium end el:ve trede, ocargoed wheat from austrelis
to ‘nsland end helped open the Crient to ameriosn
commerce,

‘o .lore importent, it wes the first time in
humgn record th t a poworful people had seiled to

the ¢nds of thc earth in such great numbers, seeking
business, and in peece, ‘1he pioneering end
sdventuresome spirit held swey and for s time Patrick
Cutler gloried in ihe midst of it,

The Know lothings, & then resurgent politicol
rnioveme nt opposed to Fomen Catholics, wss spresding
its vilifiocation across the .itlentic Seeborrd end gja
tho Zetrick Tutler had never heerd of Horeee Greel-y,

_’étl-f-('
the lpac o thc sest overceme him, snd he wes rlhle to
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meke his way mostly on foot sometimes riding with the
Pver lend CBravanito e Dutch settlement near Botmyﬂ@n
rennsylvennie. There he hired out to e farmer for
eirht dollers e month, He stayed more then two yesrs
end had s hundred snd sixty dollars in his Jeens
vhen he arrived bty stage coech st Gelens, Illinois
in 1854, The following yesr [ratrick married iMary
snne €>*$rﬂvﬂ & striking brunette, whose parcnts
h=d brourht he: to Illincis fiom Cublin six years
esrlier,

Pat end ery inne Futler were resdy for

whetever the future held for then.

(This 4 the ond of Chepter Gne of the Dutler
Story)



