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'STORY

OF BUI

LDING OF MINNESOTA’S NEW CAPITOL

the new marble capitol of Minne-

N the fmportant task of bullding
now almost completed, no

eompany. William Butler, of the pres-
ent concern, is therefore speclally fa-
miliar with the work of erecting the
most remarkable monumenm struc-
v of the
most artistic public bulldings on the
Wmerican confinent.
“The first work was done here,” sald
Mr. Butler yesterday at the new capi-
in the spring of 1896, eight years
#go. But until two years ago we could
do nothing whatever during the four
coldest months. Now, as we expect to
have the building finished by the end
of this year, we have nominally spent
elght years and a half on it, to be
exact. But in fact, we—I am speaking
for all the contractors—did Aoareely
eny work during 1897. at
shouldn't be counted. And until the
fall of 1902 we were unable to work in
1he cold weather. Making these allow-
ances, the actual time consumed has
been almost exactly six years—not a
Jong period for a building that will

“The bullding of the new state cap-
1tol,” continued Mr. Butler, “will prac-

tically be completed next month, when
We are to celebrate the semi-centennial
of St. Paul. All the work at the capitol
will be completd, in fact, before ~the
close of 1904. Next year nothing will
be lett to do.In the way of actual con-
Btruction. The grounds must be im.-
proved next spring, and the distin-
Suished artists who have been engaged
10 ‘provide certain historical paintings
for the capitol walls must finish thelr
plctures in 1905. But the work of the
bullders will have been accomplished
before the first-of next December.

The canlﬂ'uctlon ol the new capnox

“So, early in the |\|mm¢rbof 1897, the

i

the. spring of 1893 more than eleven
vyears ago. The site was chosen in the
fall of the same year. In June, 1894,
the board of capitol commissioners

gave notice that designs for the build-
ing would be received by the archi-
tects early in the following September.
None of the first set of designs was
accepted. In April, 1895, a second com-
petition was announced. The designs

were to be submitted not later ‘than
Aug. 4,1895. From among the forty-one

“The first contract for the actual

building of the capitol was dated May
5, 1896. It authorized George J. Grant,
of St. Paul, to excavate and grade the
site and lay a foundation of Winona
limestone.
“The tollowing day, May 6, 1896, the
first sod was turned. Before the close
of the year the excavating and grading
ed, the foundation was put
down, and the steel beams were laid
for the basement stories. Mr. Grant
received about $111,000 for his work.
The Universal Construction company,
of Chicago, was paid a little more than
$8,000 for laying the basement steel.
“During the season of 1897 the only
ork of importance was concreting the

were Lauer Bros, & Hlllqr of St. Paul,
and the cost $15,900.
‘Work Delayed in 1897

“Active bullding was delayed that
year because the capltol commissioners
couldn’t realize money promptly under
the conditions lnld down by the legis-
lature. Bwlnter. of 1801 the
legislature -mended the So as to
permit the commissioners to sell ‘State
certificates. These were to be paid out

f future tax revenue. That made a
way for meeting ohn:unom SaTast oy
might be necessary after

e

1ds upon a
contract for the general superstructure
of the capitol, excliiding the dome and
including the structura] _steel. The
bids were opened Aug. 10, 1897. Aug.
31 the commission awarded us our
first contract.

“We were to erect the superstructure
of granite and marble. The basemeny
story was to be of St. Gloug granite;
the ‘interior walls and the. ba e
the exterlor walls of

Wwas awarded. It went to W. L Gray papers have frequently announced, will
& Co. of Minneapolis.
y the fall

paj
be historical—such as the

of 1902 6ur firm had fin-
llhed the dome at a total cost of uu. ery
000. The same season the mecl

forms the canopy of the rotunda. Next
comes a hrick cone that really sup-
ports the marble lantern above the
dome. ~Then, outside of thé cone, is
the brick and marble bell that eper
ently supports the lantern. Any
the three domes could be torn down
without disturbing the others.

Many Imported Marbles

ened to the walls. It won't

1 pay- ion. need merely a

“We have useda great variety of Im-
ments to Gray & Co. on account of the llme touchlns" to_adjust them to the

ported marbles for the interior. On

the dome foundations. of -Kettle Rlver
sandstone, and the
terlor walls, above
corgia marble, . The final cost of all
this was about $718,000.
‘@ began work in the spring of 1898,
and finished the contract in the fall of
1900. We had to stop four months during
each of the three years, as I've.already
explained, so that we compieted the
superstructure in two years of actual
construction.

Corner Stone Laid in 1898
“July 27, 1898, tiie clb)rneru(onteoflhe

Senator n-vl ered . -plendid

oration. Pra; Were repeats
nblshop Ireland and the Jate Bisnoy
ilbe;

“At the end of mx - hullﬂln( had
floor

risen to the The
year 1899 brought tho walls to the roof
level, and before the close of the next

season the general superstructure was

)
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dome, as T've sald, were all completed.
This ‘second contract was aw:
us on March 14,:1900. 2

3

“July 13, 1901, we secured a con-
tract for building the steps and 2=
races of St. Cloud granite.

They
finished during {he summer lnd Tl
at a cost of $239,000.
“In_Oct wber. 1901, the contract " for.

was in round lighting condi the main stairway, for example, the
numbers $380,000. No, 1 can't say that there have been Dolished. varleaniod watugorn?icr, e
foolng-ot the R great difficulties to overcome in Grecian - marbl, ros; the

bulldlng the capltol.
Sand Foundation the Best
‘The foundation, for instance, as laid
Mr. Grant, was placed upon sand.

This 15 one of the best possible bases
for a foundation, 1n spite of the New

“As soon as the heating apparatus
the a French

product; the beautifully mottled stone

of the big columns s Breche-Violett
marble from Italy. The senate cham-
ber Is decorated with another French

We were able to continue work upon by
Lhe xmerlor regardless of Jack Frost.
02, also, we put in the zodts

lnd “sicylights. The contract had Testament paral ‘course, sand Marble, the Fleur de Peche. It certain-

t to s in October, 1901 It Bt s ) wouldn't o for n “light structure set 1V does resemble, in color, the flower of

= something like :ss,ooo. Other con- the peach tree. At other spots you can
W

lightly upon the surface in the way
that the Bible suggests. But when
You put a heavy foundation down deep
upon a_thick layer of concrete over
sand, the sand spreads out evenly
under pressure—something like an air
cushion. - The buﬂdlng sinks, but it
sinks evenly on all sides, and nothing
terlal ror the Interior stone and mar- e give way.
ble w Our contract for that put ‘The heaviest part, by far, of this
the cost at rather more than $750, capitol is the dome. I¢ s supported
year we are finishing up the on a broad stone base, and that rests
upon a layer of concrete fifteen feet
thic} sn't 't any danger of the

see a light buff marble that the French
o S call Eschaillon, and a
Numidian marble
Morocco.

o e Feur: wers
proofing, $142,000, and the metal
ring’ and lathing, $61,000.

“Last year we finished the plaster-
ing, a Il(tle fob _worth about $83, 000,
and w emble’ the

rich, reddish
1 ‘fur- that is quarried in
e view through the entire
building from east

in itself, the
Vvista clear across a building of this
nature. And sta
col-

other contractors are putting in

the commission-
woodwork, hardware, etc.

ers, the architect, and the builders also
are prouder still of our Minnesota
stones. The St. Cloud granite used in
the steps and terraces, the foundation,
the basement story, and a_number of
the rotunda columns, {s as fine a gran-
ite as the world produces. Then the
purplish granite from Ortonville, that

‘here

dome's falling do

“It Was the dolm too, that gave our
1 mea

Dbeen, done
different artists and ihelr as- 1oor
sistants, and especmly by E. E.
sey, of New York. . He i attending
to the general decoration of the walls

al problem. Its suc-
cess depended on applying Scourately
the nclnle of the h.

and ceilings. aged to put every stone In place with- 0ws in several other of the rotunda
afrer the cnynnl is practically com- out mllcnleulnth\x the ltrnin in any columns, has been compared by s
turned over to the state direction.

pleted, and is
officlais ‘Every one {sn’t aware that this Is

one of the very few masonry domes Desata monoliths of granite are twen-
ually

‘hese will occupy prominent places in of ize In America or atwi igh. They weigh nine
the o lon  room, the Europe. We bave ree

e ma t, thre
domes, each independent of the other.
First, there is

rece;
naté, house, and supreme col

"Speamng Lof columns, by me el
Bubjects 10 be painted,

, as the mews- the inner dome one of our fi

tesessesssey

structive methods was the Invention
of machinery to do the vertical fluting
big monoliths. Heretofore suc

fluting' was always done by hand. By
using our machinery we finis
work in one-tenth of the time mnnrrlv
needed, and we do it more accurately
at t

“Kettle river gandstone, another
Minnesota product, was used in large
quantity for the dome plers. It proved
very satisfactory. All our brick, of
course, has been made in the state, and
we used an immense amount of it in
interfor walls. Tve already mentioned
the St. Cloud granite and the granite
from Ol(onvm

“But the biggest success of all these
Bt products In the capitol is Ka-
sota limestone. It's a familiar enough
stone in the Northwest. It's been used
for thirty or forty years in bridge
piers and in the outer walls of build-
ings. But until the new capitol was
built Kasota stone had never been em-
ployed for interfor wor

ave put it exlenshe\y mmugh,

out the building. The walls

e found_it
can be carved gasily in elaborate de-
signs, and that it takes a beautiful
finish—not glnssy or metallic, but ich,
deep and soft. The color of the pol:
ished stone is a buff.
doesn’t remain absolutely unl(urm Bt
varles ennnsh o reat the ey
bring out a great deal of he.zuu that
nobody had ever leoked

“If any one doubts the fine qualities
of Kasofa stone in a polished state, he
ought to stand In the capitol rotunda
and look .up at a point just below the
lower baluslrade. Then I could point
out to him a band of Kasota stone
and, directly ubove it,

across the ocean.

et him a new hat

tinguish the French marble from the
limestone.”

that he couldn’t dis-




